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Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church  
8306 NC HWY 751   

Durham NC 27713       919-484-1600 
fatherstavroforos2012@gmail.com  

www.stbarbarachurchnc.org  
News & Announcements  

July 23, 2017  
   
  

Seventh Sunday of Matthew


 

 Phocas the Holy Martyr, Bishop of Sinope 7/23/2017 

 Ezekiel the Prophet 7/23/2017 

 St. Anna of Levkadio 7/23/2017 

 Pelagia the Righteous of Tinos 7/23/2017 

 Trophimos & Theophilios and the 13 others martyred in Lycia 7/23/2017 

 The Icons of the Most Holy Theotokos of Pochaev 7/23/2017 

 Icon of the Mother of God 7/23/2017 

NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 

Sunday Worship Schedule: Matins 9:00 am & Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

To Our Visitors and Guests 

We welcome you to worship with us today, whether you are an Orthodox Christian or this is your first visit to an 

Orthodox Church, we are pleased to have you with us. Although Holy Communion and other Sacraments are offered 

only to baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians in good standing with the Church, all are invited to 

receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) from the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The Antidoron is not a 

sacrament, but it is reminiscent of the agape feast that followed worship in the ancient Christian Church. After the 

Divine Liturgy this morning please join us in the Church Hall for fellowship and refreshments. Please complete a 

Visitor’s Card before you leave today and drop it in the offering tray, or give it to one of the parishioners after the 

service, or mail it to the Church Office.  

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=137
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=138
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=566
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=2349
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=2350
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Today’s Readings 

God is wonderful among his saints. 

Verse: Bless God in the congregations. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 15:1-7 

Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to edify him. For Christ did not 

please himself; but, as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached thee fell on me." 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ 

Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 

Θαυμαστὸς ὁ Θεὸς ἐν τοῖς Ἁγίοις αὐτοῦ. 

Στίχ. Ἐν Ἐκκλησίαις εὐλογεῖτε τὸν Θεὸν. 

Πρὸς ῾Ρωμαίους τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα είναι απο 15:1-7 

Ἀδελφοί, ὀφείλομεν δὲ ἡμεῖς οἱ δυνατοὶ τὰ ἀσθενήματα τῶν ἀδυνάτων βαστάζειν, καὶ μὴ ἑαυτοῖς ἀρέσκειν. 

Ἕκαστος ἡμῶν τῷ πλησίον ἀρεσκέτω εἰς τὸ ἀγαθὸν πρὸς οἰκοδομήν. Καὶ γὰρ ὁ Χριστὸς οὐχ ἑαυτῷ ἤρεσεν, 

ἀλλά, καθὼς γέγραπται, Οἱ ὀνειδισμοὶ τῶν ὀνειδιζόντων σε ἐπέπεσον ἐπʼ ἐμέ. Ὅσα γὰρ προεγράφη, εἰς τὴν 

ἡμετέραν διδασκαλίαν προεγράφη, ἵνα διὰ τῆς ὑπομονῆς καὶ διὰ τῆς παρακλήσεως τῶν γραφῶν τὴν ἐλπίδα 

ἔχωμεν. Ὁ δὲ θεὸς τῆς ὑπομονῆς καὶ τῆς παρακλήσεως δῴη ὑμῖν τὸ αὐτὸ φρονεῖν ἐν ἀλλήλοις κατὰ Χριστὸν 

Ἰησοῦν· ἵνα ὁμοθυμαδὸν ἐν ἑνὶ στόματι δοξάζητε τὸν θεὸν καὶ πατέρα τοῦ κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. Διὸ 

προσλαμβάνεσθε ἀλλήλους, καθὼς καὶ ὁ Χριστὸς προσελάβετο ὑμᾶς, εἰς δόξαν θεοῦ. 

The Gospel According to Matthew 9:27-35  

At that time, as Jesus passed by, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, "Have mercy on 

us, Son of David." When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to 

them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to him, "Yes, Lord." Then he 

touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith be it done to you." And their eyes were 

opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, "See that no one knows it." But they went away and 

spread his fame through all that district. 

As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to him. And when the demon had been cast 

out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this seen in Israel." 

But the Pharisees said, "He casts out demons by the prince of demons." 

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity among the people. 
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8307 Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον 9:27-35 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα  

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, παράγοντι ἐκεῖθεν τῷ ᾿Ιησοῦ ἠκολούθησαν αὐτῷ δύο τυφλοὶ κράζοντες καὶ λέγοντες· 

ἐλέησον ἡμᾶς, υἱὲ Δαυΐδ. ἐλθόντι δὲ εἰς τὴν οἰκίαν προσῆλθον αὐτῷ οἱ τυφλοί, καὶ λέγει αὐτοῖς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· 

πιστεύετε ὅτι δύναμαι τοῦτο ποιῆσαι; λέγουσιν αὐτῷ· ναί, Κύριε. τότε ἥψατο τῶν ὀφθαλμῶν αὐτῶν λέγων· 

κατὰ τὴν πίστιν ὑμῶν γενηθήτω ὑμῖν. καὶ ἀνεῴχθησαν αὐτῶν οἱ ὀφθαλμοί· καὶ ἐνεβριμήσατο αὐτοῖς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς 

λέγων· ὁρᾶτε μηδεὶς γινωσκέτω. οἱ δὲ ἐξελθόντες διεφήμισαν αὐτὸν ἐν ὅλῃ τῇ γῇ ἐκείνῃ. 

Αὐτῶν δὲ ἐξερχομένων ἰδοὺ προσήνεγκαν αὐτῷ ἄνθρωπον κωφὸν δαιμονιζόμενον· καὶ ἐκβληθέντος τοῦ 

δαιμονίου ἐλάλησεν ὁ κωφός, καὶ ἐθαύμασαν οἱ ὄχλοι λέγοντες ὅτι οὐδέποτε ἐφάνη οὕτως ἐν τῷ ᾿Ισραήλ. οἱ δὲ 

Φαρισαῖοι ἔλεγον· ἐν τῷ ἄρχοντι τῶν δαιμονίων ἐκβάλλει τὰ δαιμόνια. 

Καὶ περιῆγεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς τὰς πόλεις πάσας καὶ τὰς κώμας διδάσκων ἐν ταῖς συναγωγαῖς αὐτῶν καὶ κηρύσσων τὸ 

εὐαγγέλιον τῆς βασιλείας καὶ θεραπεύων πᾶσαν νόσον καὶ πᾶσαν μαλακίαν ἐν τῷ λαῷ. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

40 Day Churching 

William and Alexandra Bartz will bring their first born child Zoe to be churched today 

 

Coffee Hour Celebrations  

  The parents  of Elim Teclu are hosting today's coffee hour for the 8th birthday of their child.   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

Reading for the Prophet Ezekiel  

The Prophet Ezekiel ("God is strong") was the son of Buzi and a priest by rank. He was taken captive and 

brought to Babylon during the reign of Jechonias. In the fifth year of this captivity, about 594 or 593 B.C., he 

began to prophesy. Having prophesied for about twenty-eight years, he was murdered, it is said, by the tribe 

of Gad, because he reproached them for their idolatry. His book of prophecy, divided into forty-eight 

chapters, is ranked third among the greater Prophets. It is richly filled with mystical imagery and marvelous 

prophetic visions and allegories, of which the dread Chariot of Cherubim described in the first Chapter is the 

most famous; in the "gate that was shut," through which the Lord alone entered, he darkly foretold of the 

Word's Incarnation from the Virgin (44:1-3); through the "dry bones" that came to life again (37:1-14), he 

prophesied both of the restoration of captive Israel, and the general resurrection of our race. 

Reading for the Icon of the Mother of God of Pochaev 

The Icon of the Mother of God of Pochaev - Metropolitan Neophytus, a bishop belonging to the see of 

Constantinople, was traveling through Volhynia in Ukraine where he was given hospitality by a pious 

woman, Anna Goyskaya. The bishop gave this woman an icon of the holy Theotokos, which began to work 

miracles, including the healing of her blind brother. In 1597 the icon was given to the monks residing in 

Pochaev near the border of Galicia, where the Mother of God had appeared in 1340, leaving an imprint of her 

footprint in the rock, from which a stream gushed forth. In 1675 when the Lavra of Pochaev was besieged by 

the Moslem Turks, it was saved by the miraculous intervention of the Mother of God through her 
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wonderworking icon. Even though the Lavra of Pochaev came into Uniate hands for over a century, miracles 

continued to be worked through the holy icon. Since its return to the Orthodox Catholic Church in 1831, the 

icon has been a grace-bestowing support for Orthodox Christians, especially those in western Ukraine and 

the Carpathian region. 

Reading for the Icon of the Mother of God “Joy of all that Sorrow” 

The Icon of the Mother of God "Joy of All That Sorrow" - As with so many other icons of the Theotokos, 

wonderworking copies of this icon have been found throughout Orthodox Russia, each with its own history 

and moving collection of miracles. In this icon, the most holy Mother of God is depicted standing full stature 

sometimes with, sometimes without the Divine Child in her arms; she is surrounded by all manner of the sick 

and the suffering, to whom Angels of the Lord bear gifts of mercy, consolation, and suitable aid from the 

most holy Theotokos. The icon "Joy of all that Sorrow" was inspired by the hymn of the same name; see 

page 222 in Great Compline. Through one copy of this icon, the sister of Patriarch Joachim was healed at the 

end of the seventeenth century in Moscow, from which time the feast was established. Another copy of the 

icon was found in Saint Petersburg; on July 23, 1888, during the severe thunderstorm, lightning struck a 

chapel at a glass factory, burning the interior walls of the church, but leaving the icon unsinged. From the 

violent disturbance of the air, the icon was knocked to the floor, the poor-box broke open, and twelve copper 

coins adhered to the icon in various places; afterwards many miracles were worked by the grace of the holy 

icon. 

July 2017  

23 - 7th Sunday of Matthew - 9 am  

27 - Thursday - Saint Panteleimon - 9 am  

30 - 6th Sunday of Matthew - 9 am   
 

                 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Yard Sale Sorting Mondays  

  

Join in and help with "Sorting Mondays at Church"  
  

July and August Sorting Mondays 11 AM - 2 PM  
  

Monday, July 10, July 17, July 24, July 31  

  

Monday , August 7, August 14, August 21, August 28  

  

Please notify Evelyn Panos mamapan@aol.com  
  

Maria Frangakis  enarxis@aol.com  

  

Many hands make heavy work light.  
  

Thank you very much.  
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Attic Treasures Yard Sale  

  

Dear Fellow Parishioners, Friends and Neighbors,  
  

Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church, is holding an Attic Treasures and Yard Sale on Saturday, September 9th, 

2017.  
  

If you have any items you would be willing to donate to our sale, I would be happy to pick them up and deliver them to the 

church.  I can also arrange for the pick-up of any large or bulky items, and ensure that you receive a receipt for income tax 

purposes.  
  

If you wish to drop off donations yourself at the church, we are located at 8306 NC Highway 751, about ½  mile south of I40 

Exit 274.  We would appreciate it if you would call the church office at (919) 484-1600 to confirm when you will be dropping 

off your items. The office is generally open Monday through Friday 10am-2pm.  Collection of items began on June 1st, 

2017.   
  

We can use almost any kind of merchandise in good condition, but there are some items that we are unable to accept.  

Examples of acceptable and non-acceptable items appear in the table below.   
  

Acceptable Items  Non-Acceptable Items  

Furniture, rugs, lamps, decorative art  
Books, CDs, DVDs, games  
Children’s clothing, toys, décor  
Garden and recreation/sporting equipment   
Women’s shoes, jewelry, accessories  
Kitchen, home, bath & holiday décor items  
Linens, crystal, china & collectibles  
Tools, hardware  
Electronics & small appliances  

No Women’s and Men’s clothing (women’s shoes ok)  

No Mattresses  
No Personal hygiene items  
No Undergarments  
No Baby cribs, car seats, plush toys  
No Very large items (appliances, pianos, sofa beds)  
No Text books, encyclopedias  
No Old large and non-flat screen analog TV’s  

  

If you have any questions, or you have items you’d like to donate, please call:  
  

  

Evelyn Panos                           Maria Frangakis  

73210 Burrington                    90110 Hoey  

Chapel Hill, NC                       Chapel Hill, NC  919-960-2886                         

919-537-8149 mamapan@aol.com                

enarxis@aol.com  

    

  

  

  

  

We’re accepting donations June 1st through Friday, September 8th.  Consider joining us for some fun shopping on yard 

sale day, Saturday, September 9th, from 8:00am until 1:00pm.  
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With the Incomparable Tony Thompson Trio  

July 29 - Save the Date  

  
An exciting evening of Jazz and Dancing will happen Saturday, July 29, in our social hall from   
7 to 10 pm!  Our very own Tony Thompson and his group of terrific jazz players will be performing for our 

dancing and listening pleasure.  To promote this event, Tony will be playing the keyboard during the coffee 

hour starting today through July 23.    
  
Tickets are also on sale today in the social hall--if you buy in advance they are only $20 per ticket and that 

includes a delicious array of heavy hors d'oeuvres.  Tickets at the door will be $25 the night of the event.    
  
Don't miss out on the fun....purchase your tickets today!  The net proceeds from this musical event will benefit 

the St. Barbara Church Building Fund."  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

ATTENTION SAINT BARBARA PARISH!  Celebrate with your Church Family 
your next special occasion!  Consider sponsoring a coffee hour in the social 
hall after Liturgy on Sundays to commemorate a birthday, graduation, 
nameday, anniversary, or even for the pleasure of just hosting for your Parish.   
Signing up is easy....just place your name on the 'signup coffee hour' sheet 
located on the table in the hallway nearest the social hall.  For details or 

questions, contact Helen Paliouras at:  919942-4229 or elenipali@att.net  
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8308 Greatmartyr and Healer Panteleimon – Matins & Divine Liturgy Thursday 9 am 

Commemorated on July 27 

The Great Martyr and Healer Panteleimon was born in the city of 

Nicomedia into the family of the illustrious pagan Eustorgius, and he 

was named Pantoleon. His mother Saint Euboula (March 30) was a 

Christian. She wanted to raise her son in the Christian Faith, but she 

died when the future martyr was just a young child. His father sent 

Pantoleon to a pagan school, after which the young man studied 

medicine at Nicomedia under the renowned physician Euphrosynus. 

Pantoleon came to the attention of the emperor Maximian (284-305), 

who wished to appoint him as royal physician when he finished his 

schooling. 

The hieromartyrs Hermolaus, Hermippus and Hermocrates, survivors 

of the massacre of 20,000 Christians in 303 (December 28), were 

living secretly in Nicomedia at that time. Saint Hermolaus saw 

Pantoleon time and again when he came to the house where they were 

hiding. Once, the priest invited the youth to the house and spoke about 

the Christian Faith. After this Pantoleon visited Saint Hermolaus 

every day. 

One day the saint found a dead child on the street. He had been bitten by a great snake, which was still beside the 

child’s body. Pantoleon began to pray to the Lord Jesus Christ to revive the dead child and to destroy the venomous 

reptile. He firmly resolved that if his prayer were fulfilled, he would become a follower of Christ and receive 

Baptism. The child rose up alive, and the snake died before Pantoleon’s eyes. 

After this miracle, Pantoleon was baptized by Saint Hermolaus with the name Panteleimon (meaning “all-merciful”). 

Speaking with Eustorgius, Saint Panteleimon prepared him to accept Christianity. When the father saw how his son 

healed a blind man by invoking Jesus Christ, he then believed in Christ and was baptized by Saint Hermolaus 

together with the man whose sight was restored. 

After the death of his father, Saint Panteleimon dedicated his life to the suffering, the sick, the unfortunate and the 

needy. He treated all those who turned to him without charge, healing them in the name of Jesus Christ. He visited 

those held captive in prison. These were usually Christians, and he healed them of their wounds. In a short time, 

reports of the charitable physician spread throughout the city. Forsaking the other doctors, the inhabitants began to 

turn only to Saint Panteleimon. 

The envious doctors told the emperor that Saint Panteleimon was healing Christian prisoners. Maximian urged the 

saint to refute the charge by offering sacrifice to idols. Saint Panteleimon confessed himself a Christian, and 

suggested that a sick person, for whom the doctors held out no hope, should be brought before the emperor. Then the 

doctors could invoke their gods, and Panteleimon would pray to his God to heal the man. A man paralyzed for many 

years was brought in, and pagan priests who knew the art of medicine invoked their gods without success. Then, 

before the very eyes of the emperor, the saint healed the paralytic by calling on the name of Jesus Christ. The 

ferocious Maximian executed the healed man, and gave Saint Panteleimon over to fierce torture. 

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2014/07/27
https://images.oca.org/icons/sm/july/0727panteleimon05.jpg
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The Lord appeared to the saint and strengthened him before his sufferings. They suspended the Great Martyr 

Panteleimon from a tree and scraped him with iron hooks, burned him with fire and then stretched him on the rack, 

threw him into a cauldron of boiling tar, and cast him into the sea with a stone around his neck. Throughout these 

tortures the martyr remained unhurt, and denounced the emperor. 

At this time the priests Hermolaus, Hermippus and Hermocrates were brought before the court of the pagans. All 

three confessed their faith in the Savior and were beheaded (July 26). 

By order of the emperor they brought the Great Martyr Panteleimon to the circus to be devoured by wild beasts. The 

animals, however, came up to him and licked his feet. The spectators began to shout, “Great is the God of the 

Christians!” The enraged Maximian ordered the soldiers to stab with the sword anyone who glorified Christ, and to 

cut off the head of the Great Martyr Panteleimon. 

They led the saint to the place of execution and tied him to an olive tree. While the martyr prayed, one of the soldiers 

struck him with a sword, but the sword became soft like wax and inflicted no wound. The saint completed his 

prayer, and a Voice was heard from Heaven, calling the passion-bearer by his new name and summoning him to the 

heavenly Kingdom. 

Hearing the Voice, the soldiers fell down on their knees before the holy martyr and begged forgiveness. They 

refused to continue with the execution, but Saint Panteleimon told them to fulfill the emperor’s command, because 

otherwise they would have no share with him in the future life. The soldiers tearfully took their leave of the saint 

with a kiss. 

When the saint was beheaded, the olive tree to which the saint was tied became covered with fruit. Many who were 

present at the execution believed in Christ. The saint’s body was thrown into a fire, but remained unharmed, and was 

buried by Christians. Saint Panteleimon’s servants Laurence, Bassos and Probus witnessed his execution and heard 

the Voice from Heaven. They recorded the life, the sufferings and death of the saint. 

Portions of the holy relics of the Great Martyr Panteleimon were distributed throughout all the Christian world. His 

venerable head is now located at the Russian monastery of Saint Panteleimon on Mt. Athos. 

The veneration of the holy martyr in the Russian Orthodox Church was already known in the twelfth century. Prince 

Izyaslav (in Baptism, Panteleimon), the son of Saint Mstislav the Great, had an image of Saint Panteleimon on his 

helmet. Through the intercession of the saint he remained alive during a battle in the year 1151. On the Feast of the 

Great Martyr Panteleimon, Russian forces won two naval victories over the Swedes (in 1714 near Hanhauze and in 

1720 near Grenham). 

Saint Panteleimon is venerated in the Orthodox Church as a mighty saint, and the protector of soldiers. This aspect 

of his veneration is derived from his first name Pantoleon, which means “a lion in everything”. His second name, 

Panteleimon, given him at Baptism, which means “all-merciful”, is manifest in the veneration of the martyr as a 

healer. The connection between these two aspects of the saint is readily apparent in that soldiers, receiving wounds 

more frequently than others, are more in need of a physician-healer. Christians waging spiritual warfare also have 

recourse to this saint, asking him to heal their spiritual wounds. 

The holy Great Martyr and Healer Panteleimon is invoked in the Mystery of Anointing the Sick, at the Blessing of 

Water, and in the Prayers for the Sick.  
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July 17, 2017 

 

My Beloved Ones, 

“In everything you do, put God first 

and He will direct you and crown your efforts with success.” 

(Proverbs 3:6) 

I greet you all with love and joy in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Thanks to the great success of the first three annual 

talent shows held in Tampa Bay, hosted by the community of Saints Raphael, Nicholas and Irene of Palm Harbor, it is with 

tremendous joy that I am privileged to announce two upcoming Metropolis wide events.  

 

First, the 4th Annual Greek Orthodox Youth Talent Show will take place on Saturday, February 17th 2018 in the Tampa Bay area. 

Artists in visual and performing arts from each parish are invited to participate, and youth and young adults with an interest in theater 

will have an opportunity to become involved in all aspects of the show’s production by volunteering backstage. 

 

As we continue to broaden the scope of this inspirational project, we are also pleased to introduce the Hellenic Arts Festival, which will 

take place November 22-24, 2019. The joy, fellowship and talent shared by the young participants and their families is now extended, 

as we invite all the artists of our Metropolis to come together and demonstrate their God given talents, in a spirit of love and fellowship. 

 

The Hellenic Arts Festival (HAF) will be a weekend conference including rehearsals and mentoring by award winning artists from a 

variety of fields, such as choreographers, vocalists, musicians, professional culinary artists, graphic arts and many more. During this 

professional instruction, there will be opportunities for young artists of all ages to attend workshops and collaborate with their peers, 

enjoying fellowship within the Orthodox community. For more information concerning this unique event, please contact Mrs. Erine 

Koulianos at 727-741-4125, or at emkdny@yahoo.com. 

 

I encourage all the clergy of our Metropolis to join us with their parish families and young artists of all ages--from Hope, Joy, and 

GOYA, to our young adults--for a wonderful opportunity to pay witness to the beautiful gifts our young people possess. Praying for 

these continued blessings, I remain, 

 

Paternally yours with love in the Lord, 

  

+ A L E X I O S 

Metropolitan of Atlanta 

  

General Assembly 

Sunday, August 20th  

 

tel:(727)%20741-4125
mailto:emkdny@yahoo.com
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