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News & Announcements
December 10, 2017

Tenth Sunday of Saint Luke the Evangelist


Celebrated December 12th



The Holy Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes, and Eugraphus 12/10/2017
 Thomas the Righteous of Bithynia 12/10/2017
NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

Sunday Worship Schedule: Matins 9:00 am & Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a
To Our Visitors and Guests
We welcome you to worship with us today, whether you are an Orthodox Christian or this is your first visit to an
Orthodox Church, we are pleased to have you with us. Although Holy Communion and other Sacraments are offered
only to baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians in good standing with the Church, all are invited to
receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) from the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The Antidoron is not a
sacrament, but it is reminiscent of the agape feast that followed worship in the ancient Christian Church. After the
Divine Liturgy this morning please join us in the Church Hall for fellowship and refreshments. Please complete a
Visitor’s Card before you leave today and drop it in the offering tray, or give it to one of the parishioners after the
service, or mail it to the Church Office.
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The Sunday Epistle Reading
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord.
Verse: Oh God, hear my cry.
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians (6:10-17)
Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against flesh and
blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present
darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand,
therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and
having shod your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all these, taking the shield of
faith, with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Εὐφρανθήσεται δίκαιος ἐν Κυρίῳ.
Στίχ. Εἰσάκουσον, ὁ Θεός, τῆς φωνῆς μου.
Πρὸς Ἐφεσίους τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα ( είναι απο 6:10-17)
Ἀδελφοί, ἐνδυναμοῦσθε ἐν κυρίῳ, καὶ ἐν τῷ κράτει τῆς ἰσχύος αὐτοῦ. Ἐνδύσασθε τὴν πανοπλίαν τοῦ θεοῦ, πρὸς τὸ δύνασθαι
ὑμᾶς στῆναι πρὸς τὰς μεθοδείας τοῦ διαβόλου. Ὅτι οὐκ ἔστιν ἡμῖν ἡ πάλη πρὸς αἷμα καὶ σάρκα, ἀλλὰ πρὸς τὰς ἀρχάς, πρὸς
τὰς ἐξουσίας, πρὸς τοὺς κοσμοκράτορας τοῦ σκότους τοῦ αἰῶνος τούτου, πρὸς τὰ πνευματικὰ τῆς πονηρίας ἐν τοῖς
ἐπουρανίοις. Διὰ τοῦτο ἀναλάβετε τὴν πανοπλίαν τοῦ θεοῦ, ἵνα δυνηθῆτε ἀντιστῆναι ἐν τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τῇ πονηρᾷ, καὶ ἅπαντα
κατεργασάμενοι στῆναι. Στῆτε οὖν περιζωσάμενοι τὴν ὀσφὺν ὑμῶν ἐν ἀληθείᾳ, καὶ ἐνδυσάμενοι τὸν θώρακα τῆς
δικαιοσύνης, καὶ ὑποδησάμενοι τοὺς πόδας ἐν ἑτοιμασίᾳ τοῦ εὐαγγελίου τῆς εἰρήνης· ἐπὶ πᾶσιν ἀναλαβόντες τὸν θυρεὸν τῆς
πίστεως, ἐν ᾧ δυνήσεσθε πάντα τὰ βέλη τοῦ πονηροῦ τὰ πεπυρωμένα σβέσαι. Καὶ τὴν περικεφαλαίαν τοῦ σωτηρίου
δέξασθαι, καὶ τὴν μάχαιραν τοῦ πνεύματος, ὅ ἐστιν ῥῆμα θεοῦ·

The Sunday Gospel Reading
The Gospel According to Luke 13:10-17
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there was a woman who had a spirit of
infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. And when Jesus
saw her, he called her and said to her, "Woman, you are freed from your infirmity." And he laid his
hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she praised God. But the ruler of the
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the sabbath, said to the people, "There are six days
on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the sabbath day."
Then the Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his
donkey from the manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of
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Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?" As he said this, all his
adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him.

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 13:10-17 Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα
Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ῏Ην δὲ διδάσκων ἐν μιᾷ τῶν συναγωγῶν ἐν τοῖς σάββασι. καὶ ἰδοὺ γυνὴ ἦν πνεῦμα ἔχουσα ἀσθενείας ἔτη
δέκα καὶ ὀκτώ, καὶ ἦν συγκύπτουσα καὶ μὴ δυναμένη ἀνακῦψαι εἰς τὸ παντελές. ἰδὼν δὲ αὐτὴν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς προσεφώνησε καὶ
εἶπεν αὐτῇ· γύναι, ἀπολέλυσαι τῆς ἀσθενείας σου· καὶ ἐπέθηκεν αὐτῇ τὰς χεῖρας· καὶ παραχρῆμα ἀνωρθώθη καὶ ἐδόξαζε
τὸν Θεόν. ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ ἀρχισυνάγωγος, ἀγανακτῶν ὅτι τῷ σαββάτῳ ἐθεράπευσεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς, ἔλεγε τῷ ὄχλῳ· ἓξ ἡμέραι
εἰσὶν ἐν αἷς δεῖ ἐργάζεσθαι· ἐν ταύταις οὖν ἐρχόμενοι θεραπεύεσθε, καὶ μὴ τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ σαββάτου. ἀπεκρίθη οὖν αὐτῷ ὁ
Κύριος καὶ εἶπεν· ὑποκριτά, ἕκαστος ὑμῶν τῷ σαββάτῳ οὐ λύει τὸν βοῦν αὐτοῦ ἢ τὸν ὄνον ἀπὸ τῆς φάτνης καὶ ἀπαγαγὼν
ποτίζει; ταύτην δέ, θυγατέρα ᾿Αβραὰμ οὖσαν, ἣν ἔδησεν ὁ σατανᾶς ἰδοὺ δέκα καὶ ὀκτὼ ἔτη, οὐκ ἔδει λυθῆναι ἀπὸ τοῦ
δεσμοῦ τούτου τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ σαββάτου; καὶ ταῦτα λέγοντος αὐτοῦ κατῃσχύνοντο πάντες οἱ ἀντικείμενοι αὐτῷ, καὶ πᾶς ὁ
ὄχλος ἔχαιρεν ἐπὶ πᾶσι τοῖς ἐνδόξοις τοῖς γινομένοις ὑπ᾿ αὐτοῦ

Memorial:
Evangelia Koutsourakis – 6 months

Last Chance to Get Your Name
in the St. Barbara Community Christmas Card.

Dear Parishioners and friends of Saint Barbara,
It’s that time of year again when we sign up for our Saint Barbara Community Christmas
Card. Please sign up in the reception hall if you want your name, or that of your family to
appear in this year’s card. The cost is $20 per family per line, or $20 per individual per line.
The last day to get your name into the card will be Sunday, December 10th. Don’t miss out on
this wonderful way to wish those that you know a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
With My Best Wishes to you,
Michelle Claypoole
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FOR YOUTH & PHILOPTOCHOS TODAY AFTER CHURCH
We will be bringing Christmas to our Parishioners who can’t make it to Church. We will do
this by bringing the joy of Christmas to them on December 10th as we visit with them to
bring them good cheer and the sound of the holiday with the songs of Christmas.
The date is December 10th. Our list has parishioners in Raleigh, Durham, Cary, Chapel Hill
and Meadowmont. Our Sunday School Children and Parents will be joining us as we make
our visits.
Our intent is to all go to Carillon first then split up into small groups of three or more so that
we can cover the locations listed above.
If you are interested in joining us in caroling please make the following contacts. Adults
are to contact Evelyn Zehia at her Email ezehia@att.net and Sunday School Children with
Parents should contact Michelle Claypoole at her Email mclaypoole19@aol.com

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal & Pageant
Date

Saturday, December 9th: 12 noon – 2 pm Rehearsal
Saturday, December 16th: 10 am to 12 noon “Dress Rehearsal”
Sunday, December 17th – Christmas Pageant Day – 1:30 pm
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Greek Pastries Available
We have a limited amount of Greek Pastries available for your Christmas and New Year’s
Entertaining. Please contact Joan Marinos at 919-641-5599, if you would like to place an order to
be picked up at Church on Sunday, December 10, 2017.
The available pastries are listed below:
Assortment Boxes
Koulourakia
Paximathia
Spanakopita (8x8 pans)
Spinach Triangles (16 triangles)
Holiday Bread

We are Collecting for the Durham Rescue Mission.
Leave the Canned Goods in the Cabinet in the Social Hall.
Last Day to bring items on December 17th.

December Religious Calendar for 2017
10 - 10th Sunday of St. Luke - 9:00 am
12 - Tuesday - Spyridon the Wonderworker - 9:00 am
15 – Friday – Saint Eleftherios – 9:00 am
17 - 11th Sunday of Luke/St. Dionysios - 9:00 am
24 - Sunday Morning- Sunday before Nativity - 9:00 am
25 – Monday – Matins & Divine Liturgy for Christmas – 9:00 am
27 - Wednesday - Feast of St. Stephen - 9:00 am
31 - Sunday before Theophany - 9:00 am
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Stewardship 2017 Reminder
As we turn to end of the year planning, please continue to keep our
Church in your thoughts and prayers. Now is a good time to check
the status of your stewardship pledge to be sure you are on track to
meet your pledge.
Please remember, in order to vote in the December Election of Parish
Council Members, you need to be in good standing.
Thank you for your continued support of St. Barbara's day-to-day
expenses.

CAST YOUR BALLOT FOR PARISH COUNCIL OPENINGS TODAY
AFTER SUNDAY WORSHIP – VOTING ENDS AT 1:00 PM

2017 Saint Barbara STEWARD FAMILIES through November 30
Akerley, Elly
Alexander, Susan H.
Alexiades, Alec & Frances
Amos, Vesaria Lazaris
Arapoglou, Alexander
Arvanitis, Marina
Athas, William & Donna
Bakis, Basile & Mary
Bakis, George & Sarris, Marie
Balafas, Nicholas & Eugenia
Barton, Lance & Maria
(Marinos)
Becak, Thalia
Beridze, Tamar
Blackley, Agape
Bogdanovic, Zora
Bonfiglio, Barbara
Bourbous, Nickolaos
Brantley, Nick & Witham,
Grace
Bush, Connie
Bush, John
Callahan, Katherine

Capsalis, Manual
Caranasos, Thomas & Brienne
Carr, Sophie
Christakos, Andrew & Cheryl
Christakos, Arthur
Christakos, Eleni
Christakos, Lia
Christie, George & Deborah
Chronaki, Bessie
Chronaki, Cadee
Claypoole, Chris & Michelle
Cocolas, Erie
Constantinou, Catherine
Constantinou, Costa
Constantinou, Lou
Dabadnah, Sharan
Dates, John & Ana
Demetriades, George & Vicky
Dennos, Anne
Dennos, George & Patricia
Dorton, Betty
Dufault, Elena
Easton, Brian & Maria
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Estrada, Rolando & Helena
Venakides
Fedorovska, Nataliya
Ferris, Laurice
Fitzherbert, Dimitri
Frangakis, Crist & Maria
Gerondelis, Peter & Kristen
Gerondelis, Socratis & Aliki
Glekas, George & Amy
Glekas, Jim & Evy
Goodwin, Christopher
Goodwin, Leonard & Elaine
Grassos, V
Hawn, Olga
Hermanson, Christopher &
Kelly
Kantner, Ed & Eve
Karakostantis, Mike & Agatha
Karamalegos, Antonios &
Claire
Kash, Thomas & Zoe
Katsohirakis, Andrew
Katsohirakis, Steven

Keener, Burt & Glenna
Kekis, Theoharis
Kinard, Andrew & Summer
Kleoudis, Christi
Kondilis-Mangum, Hrisavgi
Korach, Kenneth & Karen
Kougoulas, Eleftherios
Koutis, James
Koutouzakis, Helen
Kovacs, Istvan & Bogdanovic,
Zorica
Kuyper, Andrew
Kuyper, Lee & Pauline
Kyropoulos, Adriane
Lewis, Catherine
Livanos, George & Lisunder
Renee
Lyras, Thalea
Mamaies, V. Rev. Father
Stavroforos
Mariakakis, Johnny &
Catherine
Marinos, Pete & Joan
Mashalidis, Ellene
Mavroidis, Panayiotis &
Demetra
McWhirter, John & Mary Jon
Meadows, Rodney &
Katherine
Mitchell, Curtis & Alexis
Muallem, Hind
Odzak, Larry & Hope
Oladipo, Richard

Paliouras, Cindy
Paliouras, James & Helen
Paliouras, John & Dena
Paliouras, Nicholas
Panos, Peter & Evelyn
Panov, Yuri & Elana
Papanikas, Kleanthis &
Angelika
Papazoglou, Matina
Pappas, Katherine
Pappas, Ted & Theky
Paraschos, Sophia
Pashales, George J
Pavlidis, Pavlos & Meltem
Pleasants, Penelope
Podgurski, Joseph
Przybyl, Daniel & Lori
Qaqish, Olgha
Quint, Angelia
Rheinhardt, Keith & Alexia
Roupas, Charles & Helen
Rudnick, Nben & Irene
Safarikas, Al & Christine
Samoilenko, Monica & Sergey
Simopoulos, Michael & Maria
Skudar, Iryna
Stavrakakis, Mattheos &
Marika
Stefanadis, Zoe
Stephens, Vicky
Stojanovic, Milorad
Stojanovic, Mirjana
Stoney, Andrea

Our Stewardship Budget for 2017 is: $ 176,000
Total Amount Pledged for 2017 to date: $141,65
Total Amount Paid to date: $ 133,305

Sullivan, William & Jennifer
Sunas, Marian
Tesfatsion, Senait
Theodosiadis, Konstantin &
Amanda
Theophanous, Rebecca
Thompson, Tony
Thuer, Olga
Tragas, Charalambos & Cathy
Trohanis, Donna
Tryphonos, Tryphon &
Suzanne
Tsipis, Lou
Varelas, Dimitrios
Varelas, Georgina
Varelas, John
Venakides, Vasilios
Vlachos, Demetra
Vurnakes, Helen
Vurnakes, James & Frances
Waters, Alexa
Waters, Michael
Wilson, Preston & Catherine
Winans, Diane R.
Wippich, Robert & Roberta
Wood, Jonathan & Maria
Xenakis, Betsy
Zaferatos, Konstantinos &
Kerri
Zehia, Anthony & Evelyn
Zehia, Christina

Number of Steward Families to date: 150
Average Contribution per Family: $944

Dear Parishioners,
We are a Parish TOTALLY COMMITTED to Stewardship. This means 100% of our
Stewardship is utilized to cover a major portion of the operational expenses of the Church.
It includes all expenses from Clergy Salary and other related expenses, to Utilities,
Equipment and Ground Maintenance, Assessments by the Archdiocese and
Metropolis and insurance protection for our facilities and various functions. If your
Name is not included in the above list, please, let us know by calling one of our Stewardship co-chairs, Evelyn Panos at
mamapan@aol.com or Theky Pappas at tedtheky@aol.com
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THANK YOU!

Services of the Week:
Tuesday December 12th – Saint Spyridon the Wonderworker – Matins & Divine Liturgy 9:00 am
Friday December 15th – Saint Eleftherios – Matins & Divine Liturgy 9:00 am




Guidelines for the Nativity Fast
(November 15 through December 24)The Nativity Fast is one of the four Canonical Fasting Seasons in the Church year. This
is a joyous fast in anticipation of the Nativity of Christ. That is the reason it is less strict than other fasting periods. The fast is
divided into two periods. The 1st period is November 15th through December 19th when the traditional fasting discipline (no
meat, dairy, fish, wine, and oil) is observed. There is dispensation given for wine and oil on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Similarly,
fish, wine, and oil are permitted on Saturdays and Sundays. The 2nd period is December 20th through 24th when the traditional
fasting discipline (no meat, dairy, fish, wine, and oil) is observed. There is dispensation given for wine and oil only on Saturday
and Sunday during this period. Here are the guidelines:
Meat

Dairy

Fish

Wine

Oil

beef, chicken, pork,
milk, eggs, cheese,
turkey, elk, veal, lamb, butter, yogurt, cream,
deer, rabbit, buffalo, and and so forth
so forth

fish with a backbone
(some include all types
(not including shrimp,
of alcohol in this
octopus, shellfish, squid, category)
or other seafood.

(some include all types
of oil in this category)

Abstain.

Permitted only on
Saturdays and Sundays
before December 20.
(some permit fish
Tuesdays and
Thursdays also)

Permitted only on
Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Saturdays, & Sundays
before December 20.

Abstain.

Permitted only on
Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Saturdays, & Sundays
before December 20.

Abstinence includes refraining from the food and drink mentioned above, as well as from smoking. The Eucharistic Fast means
abstaining from at least the previous midnight for communing at a morning Liturgy.
The Purpose of FastingThe purpose of fasting is to focus on the things that are above, the Kingdom of God. It is a means of
putting on virtue in reality, here and now. Through it we are freed from dependence on worldly things. We fast faithfully and in
secret, not judging others, and not holding ourselves up as an example.
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 Fasting in itself is not a means of pleasing God. Fasting is not a punishment for our sins. Nor is fasting a means of

suffering and pain to be undertaken as some kind of atonement. Christ already redeemed us on His Cross. Salvation
is a gift from God that is not bought by our hunger or thirst.
 We fast to be delivered from carnal passions so that God’s gift of Salvation may bear fruit in us.
 We fast and turn our eyes toward God in His Holy Church. Fasting and prayer go together.
 Fasting is not irrelevant. Fasting is not obsolete, and it is not something for someone else. Fasting is from God, for us,
right here and right now.
 Most of all, we should not devour each other. We ask God to “set a watch and keep the door of our lips.”
Do Not Fast
 between December 25 and January 5 (even on Wednesdays and Fridays);
 if you are pregnant or nursing a newborn;
 during serious illness;
 without prayer;
 without alms-giving;
 according to your own will without guidance from your spiritual father.

Poinsettias

Name of Donor:

For the Memory of:

Nick Bourbous

Sara
George
Maria
George
Demetra
Peter
Com
Tula

Thomas Cavanasos

John Cavanasos

Erie Cocolas

George Cocolas

Bessie Chronaki

George Chronaki
Despina Chronaki
Julia Chronaki
Terry Chronaki

For the Health of:

Bessie Chronaki
Irene Chronaki
Cadee Chronaki
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Elena Dufault

Laurice Ferris

Valentina

Ksenia
Nicholas
Alexander
Nataliya
Denis
Elena D.
Elena P.
Yuri P.
Anastasiya
Roman
Bogdan

Louis & Dora Ferris
Mary Ferris
Doris & Philip Joseph

Evelyn Panos

Larry, Philip & Victor Joseph

The Peter Panos Family

Theky Pappas

Anthony Antonios
Nick Pappas

Irene Antonios
Despina Pappas

Donna Trohanis

Pat Trohanis
Benjamin and Lena Schreiner
Lou & Mary Trohanis

Christmas Worship Service
Monday December 25th – Matins & Divine Liturgy Starting at 9:00 AM
In reading the Metropolis correspondence in regards to the scheduling of Christmas Services, it is stated that
Churches with one priest are to celebrate the Divine Liturgy for Christmas on Monday Morning
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St. Spyridon the Wonderworker and Bishop of Tremithus – Commemorated Dec.
12th
Saint Spyridon of Tremithus was born towards the end of the third century on the island of
Cyprus. He was a shepherd, and had a wife and children. He used all his substance for the
needs of his neighbors and the homeless, for which the Lord rewarded him with a gift of
wonderworking. He healed those who were incurably sick, and cast out demons.
After the death of his wife, during the reign of Constantine the Great (306-337), he was made
Bishop of Tremithus, Cyprus. As a bishop, the saint did not alter his manner of life, but
combined pastoral service with deeds of charity.
According to the witness of Church historians, Saint Spyridon participated in the sessions of
the First Ecumenical Council in the year 325. At the Council, the saint entered into a dispute with a Greek
philosopher who was defending the Arian heresy. The power of Saint Spyridon’s plain, direct speech showed
everyone the importance of human wisdom before God’s Wisdom: “Listen, philosopher, to what I tell you. There is
one God Who created man from dust. He has ordered all things, both visible and invisible, by His Word and His
Spirit. The Word is the Son of God, Who came down upon the earth on account of our sins. He was born of a Virgin,
He lived among men, and suffered and died for our salvation, and then He arose from the dead, and He has
resurrected the human race with Him. We believe that He is one in essence (consubstantial) with the Father, and
equal to Him in authority and honor. We believe this without any sly rationalizations, for it is impossible to grasp
this mystery by human reason.”
As a result of their discussion, the opponent of Christianity became the saint’s zealous defender and later received
holy Baptism. After his conversation with Saint Spyridon, the philosopher turned to his companions and said,
“Listen! Until now my rivals have presented their arguments, and I was able to refute their proofs with other proofs.
But instead of proofs from reason, the words of this Elder are filled with some sort of special power, and no one can
refute them, since it is impossible for man to oppose God. If any of you thinks as I do now, let him believe in Christ
and join me in following this man, for God Himself speaks through his lips.”
At this Council, Saint Spyridon displayed the unity of the Holy Trinity in a remarkable way. He took a brick in his
hand and squeezed it. At that instant fire shot up from it, water dripped on the ground, and only dust remained in the
hands of the wonderworker. “There was only one brick,” Saint Spyridon said, “but it was composed of three
elements. In the Holy Trinity there are three Persons, but only one God.”
The saint cared for his flock with great love. Through his prayers, drought was replaced by abundant rains, and
incessant rains were replaced by fair weather. Through his prayers the sick were healed and demons cast out.
A woman once came up to him with a dead child in her arms, imploring the intercession of the saint. He prayed, and
the infant was restored to life. The mother, overcome with joy, collapsed lifeless. Through the prayers of the saint of
God, the mother was restored to life.
Another time, hastening to save his friend, who had been falsely accused and sentenced to death, the saint was
hindered on his way by the unanticipated flooding of a stream. The saint commanded the water: “Halt! For the Lord
of all the world commands that you permit me to cross so that a man may be saved.” The will of the saint was
fulfilled, and he crossed over happily to the other shore. The judge, apprised of the miracle that had occurred,
received Saint Spyridon with esteem and set his friend free.
11

Similar instances are known from the life of the saint. Once, he went into an empty church, and ordered that the
lampadas and candles be lit, and then he began the service. When he said, “Peace be unto all,” both he and the
deacon heard from above the resounding of “a great multitude of voices saying, “And with thy spirit.” This choir
was majestic and more sweetly melodious than any human choir. To each petition of the litanies, the invisible choir
sang, “Lord, have mercy.” Attracted by the church singing, the people who lived nearby hastened towards it. As they
got closer and closer to the church, the wondrous singing filled their ears and gladdened their hearts. But when they
entered into the church, they saw no one but the bishop and several church servers, and they no longer heard the
singing which had greatly astonished them.”
Saint Simeon Metaphrastes (November 9), the author of his Life, likened Saint Spyridon to the Patriarch Abraham in
his hospitality. Sozomen, in his CHURCH HISTORY, offers an amazing example from the life of the saint of how
he received strangers. One time, at the start of the Forty-day Fast, a stranger knocked at his door. Seeing that the
traveller was very exhausted, Saint Spyridon said to his daughter, “Wash the feet of this man, so he may recline to
dine.” But since it was Lent there were none of the necessary provisions, for the saint “partook of food only on
certain days, and on other days he went without food.” His daughter replied that there was no bread or flour in the
house. Then Saint Spyridon, apologizing to his guest, ordered his daughter to cook a salted ham from their larder.
After seating the stranger at table, he began to eat, urging that man to do the same. When the latter refused, calling
himself a Christian, the saint rejoined, “It is not proper to refuse this, for the Word of God proclaims, “Unto the pure
all things are pure” (Titus 1:15).
Another historical detail reported by Sozomen, was characteristic of the saint. It was his custom to distribute one part
of the gathered harvest to the destitute, and another portion to those having need while in debt. He did not take a
portion for himself, but simply showed them the entrance to his storeroom, where each could take as much as was
needed, and could later pay it back in the same way, without records or accountings.
There is also the tale by Socrates Scholasticus about how robbers planned to steal the sheep of Saint Spyridon. They
broke into the sheepfold at night, but here they found themselves all tied up by some invisible power. When morning
came the saint went to his flock, and seeing the tied-up robbers, he prayed and released them. For a long while he
advised them to leave their path of iniquity and earn their livelihood by respectable work. Then he made them a gift
of a sheep and sending them off, the saint said kindly, “Take this for your trouble, so that you did not spend a
sleepless night in vain.”
All the Lives of the saint speak of the amazing simplicity and the gift of wonderworking granted him by God.
Through a word of the saint the dead were awakened, the elements of nature tamed, the idols smashed. At one point,
a Council had been convened at Alexandria by the Patriarch to discuss what to do about the idols and pagan temples
there. Through the prayers of the Fathers of the Council all the idols fell down except one, which was very much
revered. It was revealed to the Patriarch in a vision that this idol had to be shattered by Saint Spyridon of Tremithus.
Invited by the Council, the saint set sail on a ship, and at the moment the ship touched shore and the saint stepped
out on land, the idol in Alexandria with all its offerings turned to dust, which then was reported to the Patriarch and
all the bishops.
Saint Spyridon lived his earthly life in righteousness and sanctity, and prayerfully surrendered his soul to the Lord.
His relics repose on the island of Corfu (Kerkyra), in a church named after him (His right hand, however, is located
in Rome). His memory is also celebrated on Cheesefare Saturday.
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The Life of Saint Eleftherios - December 15
When the phrase "child prodigy" is mentioned it may bring to mind the name of
Mozart, who composed music before he was twelve that is still extant, or Alexander
Pope, who wrote the classic poem "Solitude" when he was but eleven years old. It
would be difficult to recall any boy genius of religion, but the one who comes closest
to this was a Roman lad of the second century. His name was Eleftherios and he
was among the first and youngest to carve a niche for himself in Christianity in the
eternal city of Rome, where he astounded his elders with his prodigious intellect and
early development.
Had his father, a high public official of pagan Rome, lived to guide his immensely
talented son, things might have taken a different turn for the boy and for
Christianity, but his widowed mother, the beautiful Anthia, had accepted Christianity
with all her heart. It followed, therefore, that the boy's talents would be applied to
Christian endeavor, and he was as quick to embrace the Messiah as he was quick to acquire knowledge.
His enormous capacity for learning so accelerated his intellectual pace that he outdistanced his teachers,
one of whom suggested to Anthia that she take this marvelous boy to the bishop of Rome, Aniketos, who
after witnessing the boy's intellectual display took him under his personal supervision.
Evincing a desire to serve the Savior that was as profound as his learning, Eleftherios embarked on a
meteoric career as a man of the cloth, acquiring before he was twelve the equivalent of a college
education and with such impressive credentials was tonsured a reader at the age of thirteen. When he
was fifteen years old he was ordained a deacon and at the age of seventeen was ordained a priest of the
Christian Church. With such early momentum propelling him and with an ever-increasing hope to serve
Christ in the highest tradition of the apostles, he was elevated to the episcopacy at the age of twenty, the
youngest bishop ever to reach that pinnacle through his own efforts.
As bishop in Illyricum, Eleftherios promoted the cause of Christianity with the adroitness of a seasoned
campaigner, giving added impetus to the Christian movement at a time when the merciless persecutions
not only made it difficult to win and hold converts, but also at a time when the gravest danger was in being a high-ranking prelate of the Church. Oblivious to this threat, he was acclaimed in the inner circle of
Christianity as the brightest luminary of Christian Rome since the apostles. Even those whom he failed to
convert held him in the highest esteem, and with this immense popularity he grew bolder and thereby
more offensive to the state. This outstanding theologian, orator and benefactor of Christian and pagan
alike was finally mentioned to Emperor Hadrian, who ordered his arrest.
Ordinarily the emperor would have questioned him personally because of his high station, but fearing a
reprisal because of the prelate's popularity, Hadrian dispatched his most trusted centurion, a man named
Felix, to bring the bishop before the prefect of Rome for trial and punishment. The centurion decided that
rather than run the risk of seizing Eleftherios publicly he would seek out his place of worship and arrest
him there. After some time Felix found the well-hidden church and crept in just as the bishop was
commencing a sermon. The oratory of the brilliant Eleftherios was spellbinding, and when the sermon
was over Felix came forth and asked to be converted to Christianity.
This done, Felix exposed his purpose and apologized for having come to the house of God with treachery
in his heart. He was easily forgiven by Eleftherios, who thereafter instructed the centurion to return him
to the prefect lest judgment be passed on both of them. With a great deal of reluctance Felix took the
bishop to what appeared to be a sealed fate, offering along the way to help Eleftherios escape. But the
proud prelate would not hear of it.
With the emperor conspicuous by his absence, Eleftherios went on trial before the prefect, but not even
his oratorical power could save him. The bishop was cast into prison, tortured, and put to death. He died
for Christ on December 15
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An Important Message from our Parish Council Treasurer
Dear Fellow Parishioners of Saint Barbara,
As the year 2017 draws to a close, I wish to thank everyone in our Saint Barbara Community for your generosity
throughout the year, both your commitment of time and financial resources. Together we form this Church
community—it is Our Church and Our Community where we come together to share our Orthodox Faith. As
Romans 12: verse 5 tells us: “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one
another.” (Orthodox Study Bible, page 367, explains: Ministry requires functioning together, fitting into the corporate whole
of the Church.)
However, as Church Treasurer, it is my solemn duty to share with you the financial condition of our community. I
will focus on two very important elements of our Church budget so that we can create the framework necessary for
recognizing certain financial difficulties we are facing at the present time. The first element is our Stewardship
program, and the second is the Building Fund.
STEWARDSHIP
Our budget for Stewardship this year was $176,000, but as of the end of November, Stewardship has only collected
$133,000, with another $8,000 in outstanding pledges, making a shortfall of $35,000 in our Stewardship budget.
Together with Offerings and the Festival proceeds, Stewardship pays for all operational expenses of the Church,
namely the utilities, insurance, priest’s salary, and building maintenance.
BUILDING FUND
Our Building Fund is in a similar condition. Together with fundraisers and the Cell Tower lease, the Building fund
pays our monthly bank mortgage of $12,713. Our Building Fund pledges for 2017 totaled $113,684, but to date
we’ve only collected $66,000 of that pledged amount, a shortfall of $47,000.
Combining these two “Short Fall” figures results in a Total Short Fall of $82,000. This represents a very substantial
shortfall and needs to be addressed within a very short period of time. We have two options to consider:
OPTION_1__Each one of our 150 Steward Families consider making an average contribution of $500 beyond what
they have pledged; or OPTION_2__Go to our St. Barbara’s savings account and borrow the full amount to cover
our Short Fall, and pay it back as we can. The second option may have some negative implications in terms of our
understandings with our Mortgage institution. There are of course other in between choices.
I am asking the entire Church Community in the month of December to please remember your Church, for it is
truly your Church, not Father Stavroforos’, not the Parish Council’s and not my Church--it is our Church
collectively. I pray that Saint Barbara Church is for all of you what it means to me—my spiritual home, a
community of friends and a refuge in today’s world.
Hopefully, my letter of appeal has helped you to understand the financial needs of the Saint Barbara Church
community. I respectfully ask that you reflect on the gifts that you have received this year from Our Lord and
consider contributing an extra donation to our church
In His Service,

Daniel Przybyl,
Treasurer of St. Barbara Church
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