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Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church  
8306 NC HWY 751   

Durham NC 27713       919-484-1600 
fatherstavroforos2012@gmail.com  

www.stbarbarachurchnc.org  
News & Announcements  

                     June 16, 2019 

     

 

Sunday of Pentecost 






 Tychon the Wonderworker 6/16/2019 

 40 Martyrs of Rome 6/16/2019 

 Mark the Just of Apollonia 6/16/2019 

NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 

Sunday Worship Schedule: Matins 9:00 am & Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 

To Our Visitors and Guests 

We welcome you to worship with us today, whether you are an Orthodox Christian or this is your first visit to an 

Orthodox Church, we are pleased to have you with us. Although Holy Communion and other Sacraments are offered 

only to baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians in good standing with the Church, all are invited to 

receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) from the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The Antidoron is not a 

sacrament, but it is reminiscent of the agape feast that followed worship in the ancient Christian Church. After the 

Divine Liturgy this morning please join us in the Church Hall for fellowship and refreshments. Please complete a 

Visitor’s Card before you leave today and drop it in the offering tray, or give it to one of the parishioners after the 

service, or mail it to the Church Office.  

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=89
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The Sunday Epistle Reading 

 

Their voice has gone out into all the earth. 

Verse: The heavens declare the glory of God. 

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 

WHEN THE DAY of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from 

heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there 

appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at 

this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them 

speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, "Are not all these 

who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes 

and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontos and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 

and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 

Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God."  

 

 

Εἰς πᾶσαν τὴν γῆν ἐξῆλθεν ὁ φθόγγος αὐτῶν. 

Στίχ. Οἱ οὐρανοὶ διηγοῦνται δόξαν Θεοῦ. 

Πράξεις Ἀποστόλων τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 2:1-11  

Ἐν τῷ συμπληροῦσθαι τὴν ἡμέραν τῆς Πεντηκοστῆς, ἦσαν ἅπαντεςN ὁμοθυμαδὸν ἐπὶ τὸ αὐτό. Καὶ ἐγένετο ἄφνω ἐκ 

τοῦ οὐρανοῦ ἦχος ὥσπερ φερομένης πνοῆς βιαίας, καὶ ἐπλήρωσεν ὅλον τὸν οἶκον οὗ ἦσαν καθήμενοι. Καὶ ὤφθησαν 

αὐτοῖς διαμεριζόμεναι γλῶσσαι ὡσεὶ πυρός, ἐκάθισέν τε ἐφʼ ἕνα ἕκαστον αὐτῶν. Καὶ ἐπλήσθησαν ἅπαντες 

πνεύματος ἁγίου, καὶ ἤρξαντο λαλεῖν ἑτέραις γλώσσαις, καθὼς τὸ πνεῦμα ἐδίδου αὐτοῖς ἀποφθέγγεσθαι. Ἦσαν δὲ 

ἐν Ἱερουσαλὴμ κατοικοῦντες Ἰουδαῖοι, ἄνδρες εὐλαβεῖς, ἀπὸ παντὸς ἔθνους τῶν ὑπὸ τὸν οὐρανόν. Γενομένης δὲ τῆς 

φωνῆς ταύτης, συνῆλθεν τὸ πλῆθος καὶ συνεχύθη, ὅτι ἤκουον εἷς ἕκαστος τῇ ἰδίᾳ διαλέκτῳ λαλούντων αὐτῶν. 

Ἐξίσταντο δὲ πάντες καὶ ἐθαύμαζον, λέγοντες πρὸς ἀλλήλους, Οὐκ ἰδοὺ πάντες οὗτοί εἰσιν οἱ λαλοῦντες Γαλιλαῖοι; 

Καὶ πῶς ἡμεῖς ἀκούομεν ἕκαστος τῇ ἰδίᾳ διαλέκτῳ ἡμῶν ἐν ᾗ ἐγεννήθημεν; Πάρθοι καὶ Μῆδοι καὶ Ἐλαμῖται, καὶ οἱ 

κατοικοῦντες τὴν Μεσοποταμίαν, Ἰουδαίαν τε καὶ Καππαδοκίαν, Πόντον καὶ τὴν Ἀσίαν, Φρυγίαν τε καὶ Παμφυλίαν, 

Αἴγυπτον καὶ τὰ μέρη τῆς Λιβύης τῆς κατὰ Κυρήνην, καὶ οἱ ἐπιδημοῦντες Ῥωμαῖοι, Ἰουδαῖοί τε καὶ προσήλυτοι, 

Κρῆτες καὶ Ἄραβες, ἀκούομεν λαλούντων αὐτῶν ταῖς ἡμετέραις γλώσσαις τὰ μεγαλεῖα τοῦ θεοῦ 
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The Sunday Gospel Reading 

The Gospel According to John 7:37-52; 8:12  
 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let 

him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart 

shall flow rivers of living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed 

in him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 

glorified. 

When they heard these words, some of the people said, "This is really the prophet." Others said, 

"This is the Christ." But some said, "Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the scripture 

said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?" So there 

was a division among the people over him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

The officers then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, "Why did you not bring him?" The 

officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this man!" The Pharisees answered them, "Are you led astray, you also? 

Have any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the law, are 

accursed." Nikodemos, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, "Does our law judge a 

man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?" They replied, "Are you from Galilee too? Search 

and you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee." Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the 

world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 

 

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ἰωάννην Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 7:37-52, 8:12 
 

᾿Εν δὲ τῇ ἐσχάτῃ ἡμέρᾳ τῇ μεγάλῃ τῆς ἑορτῆς εἱστήκει ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς καὶ ἔκραξε λέγων· ἐάν τις διψᾷ, ἐρχέσθω πρός με 

καὶ πινέτω. ὁ πιστεύων εἰς ἐμέ, καθὼς εἶπεν ἡ γραφή, ποταμοὶ ἐκ τῆς κοιλίας αὐτοῦ ῥεύσουσιν ὕδατος ζῶντος. τοῦτο 

δὲ εἶπε περὶ τοῦ Πνεύματος οὗ ἔμελλον λαμβάνειν οἱ πιστεύοντες εἰς αὐτόν· οὔπω γὰρ ἦν Πνεῦμα ῞Αγιον, ὅτι 

᾿Ιησοῦς οὐδέπω ἐδοξάσθη. Πολλοὶ οὖν ἐκ τοῦ ὄχλου ἀκούσαντες τὸν λόγον ἔλεγον· οὗτός ἐστιν ἀληθῶς ὁ 

προφήτης· ἄλλοι ἔλεγον· οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ Χριστός· ἄλλοι ἔλεγον· μὴ γὰρ ἐκ τῆς Γαλιλαίας ὁ Χριστὸς ἔρχεται; οὐχὶ ἡ 

γραφὴ εἶπεν ὅτι ἐκ τοῦ σπέρματος Δαυῒδ καὶ ἀπὸ Βηθλεὲμ τῆς κώμης, ὅπου ἦν Δαυΐδ, ὁ Χριστὸς ἔρχεται; σχίσμα 

οὖν ἐν τῷ ὄχλῳ ἐγένετο δι᾽ αὐτόν. τινὲς δὲ ἤθελον ἐξ αὐτῶν πιάσαι αὐτόν, ἀλλ᾽ οὐδεὶς ἐπέβαλεν ἐπ᾽ αὐτὸν τὰς 

χεῖρας. ῏Ηλθον οὖν οἱ ὑπηρέται πρὸς τοὺς ἀρχιερεῖς καὶ Φαρισαίους, καὶ εἶπον αὐτοῖς ἐκεῖνοι· διατί οὐκ ἠγάγετε 

αὐτόν; ἀπεκρίθησαν οἱ ὑπηρέται· οὐδέποτε οὕτως ἐλάλησεν ἄνθρωπος, ὡς οὗτος ὁ ἄνθρωπος. ἀπεκρίθησαν οὖν 

αὐτοῖς οἱ Φαρισαῖοι· μὴ καὶ ὑμεῖς πεπλάνησθε; μή τις ἐκ τῶν ἀρχόντων ἐπίστευσεν εἰς αὐτὸν ἢ ἐκ τῶν 

Φαρισαίων; ἀλλ᾽ ὁ ὄχλος οὗτος ὁ μὴ γινώσκων τὸν νόμον ἐπικατάρατοί εἰσι! λέγει Νικόδημος πρὸς αὐτούς, ὁ ἐλθὼν 

νυκτὸς πρὸς αὐτόν, εἷς ὢν ἐξ αὐτῶν· μὴ ὁ νόμος ἡμῶν κρίνει τὸν ἄνθρωπον, ἐὰν μὴ ἀκούσῃ παρ᾽ αὐτοῦ πρότερον 

καὶ γνῷ τί ποιεῖ; ἀπεκρίθησαν καὶ εἶπον αὐτῷ· μὴ καὶ σὺ ἐκ τῆς Γαλιλαίας εἶ; ἐρεύνησον καὶ ἴδε ὅτι προφήτης ἐκ τῆς 

Γαλιλαίας οὐκ ἐγήγερται. Πάλιν οὖν αὐτοῖς ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ἐλάλησε λέγων· ἐγώ εἰμι τὸ φῶς τοῦ κόσμου· ὁ ἀκολουθῶν 

ἐμοὶ οὐ μὴ περιπατήσῃ ἐν τῇ σκοτίᾳ, ἀλλ᾽ ἕξει τὸ φῶς τῆς ζωῆς. 
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May 23, 2019   

 
 

Dear Parishioners. 

 

 

Last summer the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America approved new Policies for the Safety of Youth and 

Children.  St. Barbara must comply with these new policies by September 1, 2019or we will no longer be allowed to have 

any youth ministry programs or events.   

 

 

Compliance is a fairly simple process.  First, all youth works must complete a registration form (and re-register each 

year).  Second, all youth workers must complete online training each year.  This training course will be provided by the 

Archdiocese and will be released soon.  Finally, all youth workers must complete a background check every two 

years.  The background check will be performed by the Archdiocese safety vendor, Praesidium.   

 

 

Youth Workers include anyone working in a youth ministry program or event such as Sunday school, Greek school, 

HOPE/JOY, youth choir and Greek dance.  Parents supervising their own children in the Preschool Sunday school class 

are not considered youth workers.   

 

 

Although the training isn't available, I would like to go ahead and start collecting registration forms from our youth 

workers.  If you are a youth worker or are interested in becoming a youth worker, please contact me for the registration 

form.   

 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions concerning the policies, compliance or whether you are 

considered a youth worker.  I am also including this blog post from GOARCH which has more information about the 

policies and compliance.   

 

 

 

https://blogs.goarch.org/blog/-/blogs/taking-the-next-step-in-youth-safety  

 

 

Christ is Risen! 

 

 

Kerri Zaferatos 

PC Member of St Barbara Durham 

 

https://blogs.goarch.org/blog/-/blogs/taking-the-next-step-in-youth-safety
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Parish Financial Summary 

 

Note: The Operations Fund income above is the total of Sunday offering and Stewardship; it excludes the Greek Festival. 

The Operations Fund pays all Church expenses except for the mortgage payment. The Building Fund includes all Building 

Fund donations and fundraisers (e.g., Taste of Greece, Gyro Feast). The Building Fund pays our mortgage which is 

$12,713.36/month. 

WHAT IF? 

 Everyone increased their giving by half of a percent of income? 

 Stewardship would increase to $210,000 meeting our goal and taking pressure off of our Festival. 

 Everyone increased their giving by one percent of income? 

 Stewardship would increase to $262,604 covering our entire Operations budget and allow us to use the 

Festival for the mortgage. 

 Everyone increased their giving by one and a half of a percent? 

 Stewardship would increase to $315,125 covering our entire Operations budget, allow us to use the 

Festival for the mortgage and make some very needed repairs. 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – PLEASE HELP! 

The Taste of Greece is coming soon – June 22nd! We still need 

volunteers to help in the kitchen, cashiering, serving, etc. The 

Taste of Greece was our second most successful fundraiser last 

year, raising enough money to make one month’s mortgage 

payment in a single day. If you can help all day or just half a 

day, please be generous with your time and help make the 

Taste of Greece a success. Contact Daniel Przybyl 

(ddprzybyl@gmail.com) or John Varelas 

(johnvarelas@gmail.com) or grab us in the social hall to let us 

know. Thank you to all of you who help make our fundraising 

events successful and fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ddprzybyl@gmail.com
mailto:johnvarelas@gmail.com
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Stewards as of June 10, 2019 

 

Our 2019 Stewardship drive is off to a great start. We have 127 Stewards as of June 10, 2019, almost 80% of our goal 
of 160 for the year. Thank you. Please help us meet our goal very soon by pledging your support. Your time, talents 
and treasury are critical to the success of our Ministries. Please give prayerful consideration to your 2019 contribution 
as soon as possible. Stewardship is the primary source of the funding for our Ministries and operating obligations.  

 

John & Elly Ackerly Sharan Dababnah Johnny & Catherine Mariakakis Keith & Alexia Rheinhardt 

Susan Alexander George & Helen Dais Dr. Pete & Joan Marinos Al & Christine Safarikas 

Alec and Frances Alexiades  Gus & Vanessa Demetriades Azeb Martin Peter Saloupis 

Matt & Vickie Amos Anne Dennos Dr. Nikolaos Maurogiorgos &  Vaia Sigounas & Adam Silverstein 

Alexander & Laurel Arapoglou George & Patricia Dennos     Dr. Marjory Charlot Nick Simos 

Dr. Marina Arvanitis Betty Bouchlas Dorton Panayiotis Mavroidis &  Dr. Charles Stamitoles 

Basile & Mary Bakis Brian & Maria Easton     Dimitra Sakellaris Mattheos & Marika Stavrakakis 

 George & Marie Bakis Laurice Ferris Rodney & Katharine Meadows Andrea Stoney 

Nicholas & Eugenia Balafas Dimitra Fitzherbert Gus & Yael Megaloudis William & Jennifer Sullivan 

 Effie Barbee David Flynn & Sabina Borza Flynn  Matthew & Tina Megaro Marian P. Sunas 

Lance & Maria Barton Dr. Crist & Maria Frangakis John & Dawn Mehalek Senait Tesfatsion 

Thalia Becak Socratis & Aliki Gerondelis Nicholas Mermigas Rebecca Theophanous 

Tamar Beridze Dr.George & Dr. Amy Glekas Davis & Courtney Napier Charalmbos & Cathy Tragas 

John Biggs & Diana Dobrica Jim & Evy Glekas Larry & Hope Odzak Donna Trohanis 

Agape Blackley Christopher Goodwin Richard Oladipo  Tryphon & Suzanne Tryphonos 

Barbara Bonfiglio Leonard & Elaine Goodwin Cindy Paliouras Lou Tsipis 

Marilyn Boska Paul Kacoyanis Jim & Helen Paliouras Dr. Dimitrios Varelas 

Nick Bourbous Ed & Eve Kantner John & Dena Paliouras Georgina Varellas 

Katherine Marie Callahan Antonios & Claire Karamalegos Niko Paliouras John Varelas 

Manuel & Carole Capsalis George & Karen Karas Peter & Evelyn Panos Demi Vlachos 

Sophie Carr Dr. Thomas & Zoe Kash Yuri & Elena Panov Helen Vurnakes 

Thomas& Zoe Cash Dr. Kenneth & Karen Korach James & Stella Pantelidis James & Frances Vurnakes 

Andrew & Cheryl Christakos Helen Koutouzakis Kleanthis & Angeika Papanickas Ray & Eleni Walter 

Dr. Arthur Christakos James Koutsis Matina Papazoglou Alexa Waters 

Eleni Christakos Dr. Andrew Kuyper Katherine Pappas Preston & Catherine Wilson 

Lia Christakos Dr. Lee & Pauline Kuyper Dr. Ted & Theky Pappas Diane Winans 

George & Deborah Christie Elias & Madeline Lambiris George Pashales Robert & Roberta Wippich 

Dr. Bessie Chronaki Catherine Lewis Wes Platt &  Grace Witham & Nick Brantley 

Erie Cocolas George Livanos & Renee Lisander     Catherine Constantinou Jonathan & Maria Wood 

Costa Constantinou Katherine Livas Daniel & Lori Przybyl Betsy Xenakis 

Lou Constantinou Thalia Lyras Olgha Qaqish Dino & Kerri Zaferatos 

Dean Costas Fr. Stavroforos Mamaies Angela Quint Christina Zehia 
 

Daniel & Hrisavgi Mangum 
 

Tony & Evelyn Zehia 
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www.stbarbarachurchnc.org    Tel. 919-484-1600 

Join us for... 
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Happy Father’s Day 
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Explanation of the Feast of Pentecost 
After the Saviour's Ascension into the Heavens, the eleven Apostles and the rest of His disciples, the God-loving 

women who followed after Him from the beginning, His Mother, the most holy Virgin Mary, and His brethren-all 

together about 120 souls returned from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem. Entering into the house where they 

gathered, they went into the upper room, and there they persevered in prayer and supplication, awaiting the coming 

of the Holy Spirit, as their Divine Teacher had promised them. In the meanwhile, they chose Matthias, who was 

elected to take the place of Judas among the Apostles. 

Thus, on this day, the seventh Sunday of Pascha, the tenth day after the Ascension and the fiftieth day after Pascha, 

at the third hour of the day from the rising of the sun, there suddenly came a sound from Heaven, as when a mighty 

wind blows, and it filled the whole house where the Apostles and the rest with them were gathered. Immediately 

after the sound, there appeared tongues of fire that divided and rested upon the head of each one. Filled with the 

Spirit, all those present began speaking not in their native tongue, but in other tongues and dialects, as the Holy 

Spirit instructed them. 

The multitudes that had come together from various places for the feast, most of whom were Jews by race and 

religion, were called Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and so forth, according to the places where they dwelt. Though 

they spoke many different tongues, they were present in Jerusalem by divine dispensation. When they heard that 

sound that came down from Heaven to the place where the disciples of Christ were gathered, all ran together to learn 

what had taken place. But they were confounded when they came and heard the Apostles speaking in their own 

tongues. Marvelling at this, they said one to another, "Behold, are not all these which speak Galileans? And how 

hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?" But others, because of their foolishness and excess 

of evil, mocked the wonder and said that the Apostles were drunken. 

Then Peter stood up with the eleven, and raising his voice, spoke to all the people, proving that that which had taken 

place was not drunkenness, but the fulfilment of God's promise that had been spoken by the Prophet Joel: "And it 

shall come to pass in the last days, that I shall pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and daughters shall 

prophesy" (Joel 2:28), and he preached Jesus of Nazareth unto them, proving in many ways that He is Christ the 

Lord, Whom the Jews crucified but God raised from the dead. On hearing Peter's teaching, many were smitten with 

compunction and received the word. Thus, they were baptized, and on that day about three thousand souls were 

added to the Faith of Christ. 

Such, therefore, are the reasons for today's feast: the coming of the All-holy Spirit into the world, the completion of 

the Lord Jesus Christ's promise, and the fulfilment of the hope of the sacred disciples, which we celebrate today. 

This is the final feast of the great mystery and dispensation of God's incarnation. On this last, and great, and saving 

day of Pentecost, the Apostles of the Saviour, who were unlearned fishermen, made wise now of a sudden by the 

Holy Spirit, clearly and with divine authority spoke the heavenly doctrines. They became heralds of the truth and 

teachers of the whole world. On this day they were ordained and began their apostleship, of which the salvation of 

those three thousand souls in one day was the comely and marvellous first fruit. 
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Some erroneously hold that Pentecost is the "birthday of the Church." But this is not 

true, for the teaching of the holy Fathers is that the Church existed before all other 

things. In the second vision of The Shepherd of Hermas we read: "Now brethren, a 

revelation was made unto me in my sleep by a youth of exceeding fair form, who said to 

me,  

'Whom thinkest thou the aged woman, from whom thou receivedst the book, to be?' I 

say, 'The Sibyl.' 'Thou art wrong,' saith he, 'she is not.' 'Who then is she?' I say. 'The Church,' saith he. I said unto 

him, 'Wherefore then is she aged?' 'Because,' saith he, 'she was created before all things; therefore is she aged, and 

for her sake the world was framed."' Saint Gregory the Theologian also speaks of "the Church of Christ ... both 

before Christ and after Christ" (PG 35:1108-9). Saint Epiphanius of Cyprus writes, "The Catholic Church, which 

exists from the ages, is revealed most clearly in the incarnate advent of Christ" (PG 42:640). Saint John Damascene 

observes, "The Holy Catholic Church of God, therefore, is the assembly of the holy Fathers, Patriarchs, Prophets, 

Apostles, Evangelists, and Martyrs who have been from the very beginning, to whom were added all the nations who 

believed with one accord" (PG 96, 1357c). According to Saint Gregory the Theologian, "The Prophets established 

the Church, the Apostles conjoined it, and the Evangelists set it in order" (PG 35, 589 A). The Church existed from 

the creation of the Angels, for the Angels came into existence before the creation of the world, and they have always 

been members of the Church. Saint Clement, Bishop of Rome, says in his second epistle to the Corinthians, the 

Church "was created before the sun and moon"; and a little further on, "The Church existeth not now for the first 

time, but hath been from the beginning" (II Cor. 14). 

That which came to pass at Pentecost, then, was the ordination of the Apostles, the commencement of the apostolic 

preaching to the nations, and the inauguration of the priesthood of the new Israel. Saint Cyril of Alexandria says that 

"Our Lord Jesus Christ herein ordained the instructors and teachers of the world and the stewards of His divine 

Mysteries ... showing together with the dignity of Apostleship, the incomparable glory of the authority given them ... 

Revealing them to be splendid with the great dignity of the Apostleship and showing them forth as both stewards and 

priests of the divine altars . . . they became fit to initiate others through the enlightening guidance of the Holy Spirit" 

(PG 74, 708-712). Saint Gregory Palamas says, "Now, therefore ... the Holy Spirit descended ... showing the 

Disciples to be supernal luminaries ... and the distributed grace of the Divine Spirit came through the ordination of 

the Apostles upon their successors" (Homily 24, 10). And Saint Sophronius, Bishop of Jerusalem, writes, "After the 

visitation of the Comforter, the Apostles became high priests" (PG 87, 3981B). Therefore, together with the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit which came upon them who were present in the upper chamber, which the Lord had foretold as 

recorded in the Acts, "ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence" (Acts 1:5), the Apostles were 

also appointed and raised to the high priestly rank, according to Saint John Chrysostom (PG 60, 21). On this day 

commenced the celebration of the Holy Eucharist by which we become "partakers of the Divine Nature" (II Peter 

1:4). For before Pentecost, it is said of the Apostles and disciples only that they abode in "prayer and supplication" 

(Acts 1:14); it is only after the coming of the Holy Spirit that they persevered in the "breaking of bread,"that is, the 

communion of the Holy Mysteries-"and in prayer" (Acts 2:42). 

The feast of holy Pentecost, therefore, determined the beginning of the priesthood of grace, not the beginning of the 

Church. Henceforth, the Apostles proclaimed the good tidings "in country and town," preaching and baptizing and 

appointing shepherds, imparting the priesthood to them whom they judged were worthy to minister, as Saint Clement 

writes in his first Epistle to the Corinthians (I Cor. 42). 
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