Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
8306 NC HWY 751

Durham NC 27713
919-484-1600
fatherstavroforos2012@gmail.com
www.stbarbarachurchnc.org
News & Announcements
July 18, 2021

Sunday of the Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical Council









Holy Martyr Emilian 7/18/2021
 Holy Martyrs Paul, Thea and Valentine 7/18/2021
 Stephen, Archbishop of Constantinople 7/18/2021
 Our Holy Father John, Archbishop of Constantinople 7/18/2021
Holy New Martyrs Elizabeth the Grand Duchess and the Novice Barbara 7/18/2021
 Theneva of Glasgow 7/18/2021

Matins-Dr. Peter Marinos, Doxology-Costa Constantinou, Divine Liturgy-Choir
Broadcast Prep Time 9:55 to 10:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy & Broadcast start time 10:00 a.m
Sunday Service Viewing Broadcast Instructions:
You are asked to please click on to
https://stbarbarachurchnc.org/youtube
We will begin streaming at around 9:50 am, and the service will start at 10:00 sharp.
Also, we need everyone to click the subscribe button to register, as this is important to keep our Saint Barbara
broadcast alive for future services.
Thank You,

Crist Frangakis
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The Sunday Epistle Reading
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous.
Verse: Blessed are they whose transgressions have been forgiven.
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to Titus 3:8-15
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things,
so that those who have believed in God may be careful to apply
themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men.
But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels
over the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is
factious, after admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to
do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is
self-condemned.
When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis,
for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer
and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to
apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be
unfruitful.
All who are with me send greeting to you. Greet those who love us in the faith.
Grace be with you all. Amen.
Εὐφράνθητι ἐπὶ Κύριον, καὶ ἀγαλλιᾶσθε δίκαιοι.
Στίχ. Μακάριοι, ὧν ἀφέθησαν αἱ ἀνομίαι.
Πρὸς Τίτον τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 3:8-15
Τέκνον Τίτε, πιστὸς ὁ λόγος, καὶ περὶ τούτων βούλομαί σε διαβεβαιοῦσθαι, ἵνα
φροντίζωσιν καλῶν ἔργων προΐστασθαι οἱ πεπιστευκότες θεῷ. ταῦτά ἐστιν καλὰ
καὶ ὠφέλιμα τοῖς ἀνθρώποις · μωρὰς δὲ ζητήσεις καὶ γενεαλογίας καὶ ἔριν καὶ
μάχας νομικὰς περιΐστασο, εἰσὶν γὰρ ἀνωφελεῖς καὶ μάταιοι. αιῥετικὸν ἄνθρωπον
μετὰ μίαν καὶ δευτέραν νουθεσίαν παραιτοῦ, εἰδὼς ὅτι ἐξέστραπται ὁ τοιοῦτος καὶ
ἁμαρτάνει, ὢν αὐτοκατάκριτος. Ὅταν πέμψω Ἀρτεμᾶν πρὸς σὲ ἢ Τυχικόν,
σπούδασον ἐλθεῖν πρός με εἰς Νικόπολιν, ἐκεῖ γὰρ κέκρικα παραχειμάσαι. Ζηνᾶν
τὸν νομικὸν καὶ Ἀπολλῶν σπουδαίως πρόπεμψον, ἵνα μηδὲν αὐτοῖς λείπῃ.
μανθανέτωσαν δὲ καὶ οἱ ἡμέτεροι καλῶν ἔργων προΐστασθαι εἰς τὰς ἀναγκαίας
χρείας, ἵνα μὴ ὦσιν ἄκαρποι. Ἀσπάζονταί σε οἱ μετ ᾽ἐμοῦ πάντες. Ἄσπασαι τοὺς
φιλοῦντας ἡμᾶς ἐν πίστει. ἡ χάρις μετὰ πάντων ὑμῶν
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The Sunday Gospel Reading
The Gospel According to Matthew 5:14-19
The Lord said to his disciples, "You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and
put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in
the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven. Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I
have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you,
till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the
law until all is accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of
these commandments and teaches men so, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be
called great in the kingdom of heaven."
Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ματθαῖον  Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 5:14-19
Εἶπεν ὁ Κὐριος τοῖς ἑαυτοῦ μαθηταῖς· ῾Υμεῖς ἐστε τὸ φῶς τοῦ κόσμου. οὐ
δύναται πόλις κρυβῆναι ἐπάνω ὄρους κειμένη· οὐδὲ καίουσι λύχνον καὶ
τιθέασι αὐτὸν ὑπὸ τὸν μόδιον, ἀλλ᾿ ἐπὶ τὴν λυχνίαν, καὶ λάμπει πᾶσι τοῖς
ἐν τῇ οἰκίᾳ. οὕτω λαμψάτω τὸ φῶς ὑμῶν ἔμπροσθεν τῶν ἀνθρώπων, ὅπως
ἴδωσιν ὑμῶν τὰ καλὰ ἔργα καὶ δοξάσωσι τὸν πατέρα ὑμῶν τὸν ἐν τοῖς
οὐρανοῖς. Μὴ νομίσητε ὅτι ἦλθον καταλῦσαι τὸν νόμον ἢ τοὺς προφήτας·
οὐκ ἦλθον καταλῦσαι, ἀλλὰ πληρῶσαι. ἀμὴν γὰρ λέγω ὑμῖν, ἕως ἂν
παρέλθῃ ὁ οὐρανὸς καὶ ἡ γῆ, ἰῶτα ἓν ἢ μία κεραία οὐ μὴ παρέλθῃ ἀπὸ τοῦ
νόμου ἕως ἂν πάντα γένηται. ὃς ἐὰν οὖν λύσῃ μίαν τῶν ἐντολῶν τούτων
τῶν ἐλαχίστων καὶ διδάξῃ οὕτω τοὺς ἀνθρώπους, ἐλάχιστος κληθήσεται
ἐν τῇ βασιλείᾳ τῶν οὐρανῶν· ὃς δ᾿ ἂν ποιήσῃ καὶ διδάξῃ, οὗτος μέγας
κληθήσεται ἐν τῇ βασιλείᾳ τῶν οὐρανῶν.
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“You are the light of the world.” (Matthew 5:14)
The Church today honours and presents the 630 Holy and God-bearing Fathers, who in the year
451 A.D. participated in the Fourth Ecumenical Synod, which took place in Chalcedon, near
Constantinople. This Synod’s task was to face the heresy of Monophysitism and was convened by the
Emperors Marcian and Poulcheria.
Promoters, teachers and supporters of this teaching were Archimandrite Eftychios, who
belonged to the Church of Constantinople and Dioskoros, Patriarch of Alexandria. These two persons claimed
that the two natures in the Person of Jesus Christ no longer existed as two but that the human one was
absorbed by the divine one. That is why their followers were called Monophysites.
The Church did not approve of this decision and teaching. On the contrary the Synod of
Chalcedon in her teaching which she composed, taught that in the Person of Jesus Christ the two natures coexist united inseparably, undivided, unchanged, unalterable, identical. Christ is perfect God and perfect man,
without sin. The divine nature allows the human to meet her needs and express itself.
The Orthodox and the Monophysites, wrote their confession separately and placed them in the
casket where the relics of St Euphemia the Great Martyr were kept. Next day, after prayer, they opened the
casket and found the teaching of the Orthodox lying on the bosom of the Saint, whereas the teaching of the
Monophysites were at her feet. This was considered as the answer of the Saint to their request. The relics of
St Euphemia are kept in the Patriarchal Church of St George at Fanar.
This year, the present Sunday coincides with the commemoration of St Marina the Great
Martyr. Further, let us say that in accordance with the opinion of others, this very Sunday is dedicated to the
honour and commemoration of all the Fathers of the Seven Ecumenical Councils.
The First Ecumenical Council took place in Nicea of Bethany in the year 325 A.D. against the
wrong teachings of Arianism with the participation of 318 Fathers. This Synod was convened by the Emperor
Constantine the Great. The Second Council took place in Constantinople in the year 381A.D. with the
participation of the 150 Holy Fathers against those who rejected the divinity of the Person of the Holy Spirit
and had as their leader Macedonios.
The Third Council took place in the year 431 A.D. at Ephesus and was against Nestorianism. The
followers of Nestorios, Patriarch of Constantinople called our Lady Christotokos, that is, they claimed that she
gave birth to an ordinary man. We are indebted to this Synod for the term Theotokos. Cyril, the Patriarch of
Alexandria, presided at this Synod. Regarding the Fourth Council we have already mentioned above.
The Fifth Synod took place in the year 553 A.D. in the presence of 165 Fathers, who were against
the followers of Origen. The Sixth Council took place in Constantinople in the year 680 A.D. in the presence of
170 Fathers, who resisted Monothelitism. This Synod proclaimed that in the person of Jesus Christ co-exist
two natures, two wills and two energies.
The Seventh Ecumenical Council took place in the year 781 A.D. in Nicea of Bethany, in the
presence of 367 Fathers, who faced the iconoclasts. This Synod was convened by Empress Irene the
Athenean, who at that time was carrying out the guardianship for her son, Constantine VI, who was a
minor. This Synod adopted as her decision the teaching of St John the Damascene. The Synod claimed that
the faithful do not worship the icons but honour the persons depicted on them as our older brothers and
sisters. The honour, on the other hand, refers to the prototype, that is the Triune God.
We will conclude this sermon with the Dismissal Hymn (apolytikion) which refers to the two
thousand Holy and God-bearing Fathers, who participated in the Ecumenical Councils. “Let us honour the
group of the Seven Ecumenical Synods, through which the good tradition we enriched intact; for Christ
joined them as seven pillars to the Church, whose dogmas safeguards as a secure anchor, singing
always: Glory be to Him Who has illumined you; glory be to Him Who has magnified you; glory be to Him
Who confirms through you the Orthodox Faith.” Amen! -St. Barnabas Community Word Press 7/23/201
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Philoptochos wishes Helen Koutouzakis well in this new chapter of your life.
We will miss you!

-

- Lia Christakos P
Philoptochos President
-

Helen taught me how to make the paximathia with her special recipe!
From how to make dough to forming the cookies.
She is a huge contributor to our philoptochos.
Her ideas and guidance are invaluable.
Our philoptochos chapter is going to feel her absence and miss her
tremendously!

-

- Evelyn Zehia
Philoptochos Second Vice-President
-

We were always best of friends and the fact that we share the same first name
was special and sometimes confusing, as we would occasionally get each
other's messages. She was such an expert when it came to secretarial work,
especially for our dear Church. Although we will miss her tremendously, it is
good for her that she will now be with her sons and their families."
-

With love, Helen Paliouras
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My fellow volunteers,
First of all, thank you for all the times you have helped in the past. In the
challenging financial situation in which our Church community finds itself
as we emerge from COVID, our fundraisers are essential to paying our
mortgage. And you all have made this possible.
But I am here to ask you to volunteer again. We have decided to do this
event a little differently. With many members of our community on
vacation this time of year, our ranks are a little thin. So instead of drivethru, we are doing to-go where the customers will park, walk over to the
social hall and carry their own orders back to their car. What does this
mean?
We don't need runners! No running back and forth in the North Carolina
heat. What we need is kitchen help, 2 cashiers, 2 people to assemble the
orders and a person to sit under the arches in the shade with a cool drink
and let people know they have to come inside to order. And set-up and
clean up of course.
So if you can help, please sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a44aaaa28a5f85-stbarbara3 or
go to www.stbarbarachurchnc.org and click the link on the home.
And to sweeten the pot, volunteers get 50% off their own meals this
time.
Thank you,

Daniel
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NEXT SATURDAY AT SAINT
BARBARA
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Stewards as of July 15, 2021
Thank you for your continuing support of St. Barbara. As of July 15, 2021 we had 129 Stewards or 81% of our 2021
goal of 160. Please join us to meet our annual goal by pledging your support. Your time, talents and treasury are
critical to the success of our ministries and meeting our operating expenses.
We continue to need your help during these trying times. Please give prayerful consideration to your 2021
contribution as soon as possible. The Church’s mission and expenses continue in the face of the Covid pandemic.
Please help your Church. Thank you. We depend heavily on Stewardship support to meet our needs.
Ackerley, John & Ellie
Alexander, Dr. Susan

Delagrammatikas, Dr. George &
Chrystal

Livanos, Geoge

Pappas, Dr. Ted & Theky

Livas, Katherine

Paraschos, Sofia

Alexiades, Alec and Frances

Demetriades, Gus & Vanessa

Lockett, Paul & Melanie

Pashales, George

Alger, Amy

Dennos, Anne

Loden, Martha

Pavlidid, Pavlos & Meltem

Amos, Matt & Vicky

Dennos, George & Patricia

Lagodinos, Nikolaos &

Przybyl, Daniel & Lori

Anderson, Pat & Antonia

Dorton, Betty

Arvanitis, Marina

Easton, Brian & Maria

Mangum, Daniel & Dr. Hrisavgi

Assimos, Dean

Edwards, Tia

Mamaies, Fr. Stavroforos

Quint, Angelia

Bakis, Basile & Mary

Fedorovska, Natalya

Mariakakis, Johnny & Catherine

Rheinhardt, Keith & Alexa

Bakis, James

Ferris, Laurice

Marinos, Pete and Joan

Rudnick, Ben & Irene

Balafas, Nicholas & Eugenia

Fotinos, Nickolas & Myriam

Martin, Azeb

Safarikas, Al & Christine

Barbee, Effie

Frangakis, Dr. Crist & Maria

Mavrogiorgos, Dr. Nicholaos &

Saloupis, Peter

Becak, Thalia

Gkoulioumis, Konstantinos

Dr. Marjory Charlot

& Mantzouka, Eleftheria

Biggs, John & Diana Dobrica

Patras, Konstantina

Qaqish, Dr. Olgha
& Arboleda, Mario

Shepard, Bernadette

Megaro, Mathew & Tina

Stavrakakis, Mattheos & Marika

Bonfiglio, Barbara

Glekas, Dr. George & Dr. Amy

Messis, Panos

Stutts, Linda

Bourbous, Nick

Glekas, Jim & Evy

Mikhaylyants, Irina

Sullivan, Bill and Jennifer

Callahan, Katherine Marie

Goodwin, Len & Elaine

McGovern, Victoria

Sunas, Marian

Capsalis, Manuel

Hero, Basil

Morris, Kostantinos

Tesfatsion, Senait

Carr, Sophie

Hondos, Effie & Dina

Nolas, Billy & Julie

Theophanos, Rebecca

Chamis, Christos & Alice

Jurau, Christian

Odzak, Larry & Hope

Trohanis, Donna

Christakos, Andrew & Cheryl

Kacoyanis, Anna

Oladipo, Richard

Tylecote, Alexander & Emily

Christakos, Eleni

Kacoyanis, Paul

Paliouras, Cindy

Tryphonos, Tryphon & Suzanne

Christakos, Lia

Kalaidzidis, Gregorios & Lindsay

Paliouras, Jim & Helen

Valakas, Antonia

Christi, George & Deborah

Kambeseles, Jack

Paliours, John & Dena

Varelas-Ruiz, Georgina

Claypoole, Chris & Michelle

Kamilaris, Nicholas

Paliouras, Nicholas

Varelas, John

Cocolas, Erie

Karamalegos, Antonios & Claire

Panos, Peter & Evelyn

Vurnakes, Jimmy & Frances

Connell, Rose Marie

Kash, Dr. Thomas & Dr. Zoe

Panov, Yuri & Eliseeva, Yelena

Vlachos, Demetra

Constantinou, Catherine &

Kekis, Theoharis

Pantelidis, James & Stella

Watters, Jacques & Christine

Kepraios, William & Elaine

Pantermakis, George & Janet

Wilson, Preston & Catherine

Constatinou, Costas

Wes Platt

Klikas, Paul & Mann, Dana

Papazoglou, Matina

Wippich, Robert & Roberta

Constantinou, Lou

Korach, Dr. Kenneth & Karen

Xenakis, Betsy

Costas, Dean

Koutouzakis, Helen

Papanikas, Kleanthis
& Angelika

Dababnah, Sharon

Kuyper, Dr. Lee & Pauline

Pappas, Joanna

Zehia, Christina

Dafnis, Elaine

Lambiris, Elias & Madelene

Pappas, Katherine

Zehia, Tony & Evelyn

Zaferatos, Deno & Kerri

Please remember your Church. If you have not, as yet, become a 2021 Steward of St. Barbara, please join your fellow
Parishioners in supporting our beloved Church. Thank you.
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2021 Mortgage Fund Donors as of June 30, 2021
Our St. Barbara Church is our spiritual home. Your pledges and donations fund our $13,000 monthly mortgage
payment to M&F Bank in Durham. Thank you so very much for your active and generous support. The List Of Donors
as of June 30, 2021 follows:
Alexander, Susan

Livas, Katherine

Alexiades, Alec & Frances

Loden, Martha

Amos, Matt & Vickie

Mamaies, Fr. Stavroforos

Callahan, Katherine

Mariakakis, Johnny & Catherine

Carr, Sophie

Marinos, Harry

Christakos, Eleni

Mavrogiorgos, Drs. Nikolaos & Marjory

Christie, George & Deborah

Megaro, Matthew & Tina

Chronaki, Dr. Bessie

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Christakos

Cocolas, Erie

Odzak, Larry & Hope

Constantinou, Lou

Paliouras, Cindy

Costas, Constantine

Paliouras, James & Helen

Dates, John & Ana

Paliouras, John & Dena

Dennos, Anne

Panos, Peter & Evelyn

Farmakis, Daisy

Panov, Yuri & Elena Eliseeva

Ferris, Laurice

Pappas, Dr. Ted & Theky

Frangakis, Dr. Crist & Maria

Philoptochos

Glekas, Dr. George & Dr. Amy

Przybyl, Daniel & Lori

Glekas, Jim & Evy

Rheinhardt, Keith & Alexia

Goodwin, Len & Elaine

Sosangelis, Savas & Linda

Green, Marlayna

Stavrakakis, Mattheos & Marika

Kacoyanis, Anna

Trohanis, Donna

Kacoyanis, Paul

Vlachos, Demetra

Katsohirakis, Kostas

Wilson, Preston & Catherine

Kepraios, Dean

Xenakis, Betsy

Korach, Kenneth & Karen

Zaferatos, Dino & Kerri

Koutouzakis, Helen

Zehia, Tony & Evelyn

Lambiris, Elias & Madelene
Please prayerfully join this list to help meet and reduce our mortgage.
Thank you.

10

July 13, 2021
My beloved Brothers in our Lord,
I greet you with love and joy in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, praying for your continued health
and safety during this blessed summer season.
A week from today, Tuesday, July 20th will mark the 47th anniversary of the Turkish invasion of Cyprus. The
subsequent illegal occupation of Northern Cyprus resulted in a traumatic loss of life, as well as homes and
livelihoods. As a Hierarch, I reflect with great sadness on how many churches were not just converted into
mosques, but also into stables or storage sheds--with the intention being not simply to oppress lives, but also,
to demean the spirit as well.
This anniversary coming amidst our celebration of the 200th anniversary of Greek Independence serves as a
reminder that the story of our ancestors and brother patriots is not history, but a continuing struggle for those
living in Cyprus, and throughout the world. As both Philhellenes and Americans, we should undertake our
patriotic duty to call upon our elected officials to enact measures which alleviate the suffering of Cyprus, while
also holding those responsible to account.
In a spirit of love and compassion, I also ask each of our parish families to offer a Memorial Service on Sunday
July 18th, using the petitions (available here) to honor those who lost their lives as a result of the
invasion. The second attached document (available here) provides statistics that will enlighten the
parishioners' understanding of the magnitude of the suffering which befell Cyprus.
In spite of the ongoing legacy of this tragic event, I hope that our prayers to will uplift their continued fight to
regain the freedoms to which they are entitled, as are all children of our Almighty Father.
+ALEXIOS
Metropolitan of Atlanta

COMMEMORATING THE 46TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ILLEGAL INVASION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS JULY 20th, 1974

This year marks the 46th anniversary of Turkey's invasion of Cyprus on July 20th, 1974, and the forcible division of our
island.
Forty-six long years on, Turkey still maintains control over nearly 40% of Cyprus' territory. Thousands of Greek Cypriots
are still being denied their fundamental right of return to their homes; Greek Cypriot properties continue to be illegally
confiscated or sold without their owners' consent; Turkish occupation troops are still stationed on the island; thousands
of colonists from mainland Turkey have been transplanted to the occupied area and remain there; freedom of worship
continues to be severely restricted, access to religious sites blocked, religious sites systematically destroyed and a large
number of unique religious and archaeological objects stolen.
On July 20th, 1974, Turkey, using as a pretext the Coup of July 15th against the Republic of Cyprus's legal Government,
invaded the country, in violation of the UN Charter and fundamental principles of international law. The dire
consequences of the invasion and subsequent military action by Turkey are still felt today by the people of Cyprus. The
military occupation, forcible division, violation of human rights, massive colonization, cultural destruction, property
usurpation, and ethnic segregation were imposed since Turkey's military invasion remained the main characteristic of
the status quo on the island.
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Results of the Turkish Invasion and Occupation
▪ 36,2% of the sovereign territory of Cyprus is still under illegal military occupation by Turkey.
▪ Some 200,000 Greek Cypriots – about one-third of the total population – who were forcibly expelled from the occupied
northern part of the island (where they constituted about 70% of the population) are still deprived of the right to return
to their homes and properties.
▪ About 1,400 persons (among them several hundred civilians) are still missing, while Turkey refuses to cooperate in
ascertaining their fate.
▪ Some 400 Greek and Maronite Cypriots out of 20,000 remained enclaved in their villages, which are still occupied.
These people are living under conditions of oppression, harassment, and deprivation. The rest were forced to abandon
their homes and become refugees in their own country.
▪ About 35,000 troops from Turkey, heavily armed with the latest weapons supported by air, land, and sea power, are
illegally stationed in the occupied area, making it one of the world's most militarized regions.
▪ Some 160,000 settlers from Turkey have been unlawfully brought to colonize the occupied territory and alter Cyprus's
demographic structure.
▪ 58,000 out of the 116,000 Turkish Cypriot population have emigrated from the island since Turkey's invasion, according
to Turkish Cypriot sources, because of the economic, social, and moral deprivation which prevails in the occupied areas.
Turkish Cypriots are now vastly outnumbered by troops and settlers from Turkey.
▪ Illegal construction on Greek Cypriot land and unlawful sale of property owned by Greek Cypriots who were forcibly
expelled from their homes by Turkey's invasion has intensified. This unprecedented usurpation of property is yet
another flagrant violation of human rights by the Turkish side.
▪ Turkey and the illegal Turkish Cypriot regime continue to destroy, deliberately and methodically, the Hellenic and
Christian cultural and historical heritage in occupied Cyprus.
▪ A series of UN General Assembly and Security Council resolutions, as well as resolutions adopted by numerous other
international organizations, reflect the universal condemnations of Turkey's invasion and all subsequent acts of
aggression against Cyprus; demand the return of the refugees to their homes in safety and the tracing of the missing
persons; and call for respect for the human rights of all Cypriots as well as for the independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Cyprus. Moreover, the European Court of Human Rights has found Turkey responsible for gross
and systematic violations of Human rights in Cyprus

ADDED PETITIONS FOR CYPRUS TRISAGION

Διάκονος: Ἔτι δεόμεθα ὑπὲρ μακαρίας μνήμης καὶ αἰωνίου ἀναπαύσεως πάντων τῶν ὑπὲρ πίστεως καὶ
πατρίδος ἡρωικῶς ἀγωνισαμένων καὶ εὐκλεῶς πεσόντων κατά τήν ὑπό τῶν Τούρκων βαρβαρικῆς
ἐπιθέσεως τε καὶ εἰσβολῆς ἐν ἐτει 1974 ὡς καὶ πάντων τῶν ἀγνουμένων καί παντοίῳ τρόπῳ ἀναιρεθέντων
καὶ ὑπέρ τοῦ συγχωρηθῆναι αὐτοῖς πᾶν πλημμέλημα ἑκούσιόν τε καὶ ἀκούσιον.

Deacon: Again we pray for the blessed memory and eternal rest of all those who heroically fought and
gloriously fell for faith and country during the barbaric attack and invasion by the Turks in 1974; for those
who are missing, for all those who perished in any way and for the forgiveness of their sins, both voluntary
and involuntary.
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The Fourth Ecumenical Council
Together, in 451, Emperor Marcian and Empress Pulcheria called another general council, this
time on a far broader scale, to give the Church the opportunity to resolve the differences while
still being completely faithful to the Nicene Creed. This illustrious council became known as
the Fourth Ecumenical Council. With 630 bishops in attendance, it was the largest of all seven
of the Ecumenical Councils. It was held in Chalcedon, not far from Constantinople, in Asia
Minor.
This council defended the teaching of Saint Cyril on the “hypostatic union” of Christ’s divine
and human natures as expressed at the Council of Ephesus of 431. It also expressed the
Antiochian emphasis on the genuine humanity of Jesus as expressed in the Formulary of Peace,
as well as the Roman emphasis on the ongoing distinctiveness of the fully divine and fully
human natures of Christ, as expressed in the language of Leo’s Tome. Indeed, when Leo’s
Tome was read, all the bishops were reported to have cried out, “Peter has spoken through
Leo!” But the Pope’s statement was not the last word. It also was subjected to scrutiny by the
fathers at the Council, who decided to select parts of it to be woven into the Council’s final
doctrinal definition.
The Chalcedonian Definition states that Jesus Christ is indeed the Logos incarnate, the very Son
of God “begotten of the Father before all ages” (Nicene Creed). It reaffirms that the Virgin
Mary is truly Theotokos, since the one born from her “according to the flesh” in Bethlehem is
the uncreated, divine Son of God, one of the Holy Trinity. In His human birth, the Council
declared, the Word of God took to Himself the whole of humanity, becoming a real man in
every way, but without sin. Thus, according to the Chalcedonian Definition, Jesus of Nazareth
is one person or hypostasis in two natures—human and divine—united “without change,
without confusion, without division, without separation.” He is fully human. He is fully divine.
He is perfect God and perfect man. As God, He is “of one essence” (homoousios) with God the
Father and the Holy Spirit. And as man, He is “of one essence” (homoousios) with all human
beings, as the Formulary of Peace had declared.
The union of divinity and humanity in Christ is called the hypostatic union. This expression
means that in the one, unique person, or divine hypostasis, of Christ, divine nature and human
nature are united in such a way that they are neither changed, nor confused, nor separated, nor
divided. Christ is one Person Who is both human and divine. One and the same divine person
(or hypostasis) is the Son of God and the Son of Mary.
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Feast of the Prophet Elias
Tuesday July 20th Matins and Divine Liturgy 9:00 am




Elias of great fame was from Thisbe or Thesbe, a town of
Galaad (Gilead), beyond the Jordan. He was of priestly
lineage, a man of a solitary and ascetical character, clothed in
a mantle of sheep skin, and girded about his loins with a
leathern belt. His name is interpreted as "Yah is my God." His
zeal for the glory of God was compared to fire, and his speech
for teaching and rebuke was likened unto a burning lamp.
From this too he received the name Zealot. Therefore, set
aflame with such zeal, he sternly reproved the impiety and
lawlessness of Ahab and his wife Jezebel. He shut up heaven
by means of prayer, and it did not rain for three years and six
months. Ravens brought him food for his need when, at God's
command, he was hiding by the torrent of Horrath. He
multiplied the little flour and oil of the poor widow of
Sarephtha of Sidon, who had given him hospitality in her home, and when her son died,
he raised him up. He brought down fire from Heaven upon Mount Carmel, and it burned
up the sacrifice offered to God before all the people of Israel, that they might know the
truth. At the torrent of Kisson, he slew 450 false prophets and priests who worshipped
idols and led the people astray. He received food wondrously at the hand of an Angel,
and being strengthened by this food he walked for forty days and forty nights. He beheld
God on Mount Horeb, as far as this is possible for human nature. He foretold the
destruction of the house of Ahab, and the death of his son Ohozias; and as for the two
captains of fifty that were sent by the king, he burned them for their punishment, bringing
fire down from Heaven. He divided the flow of the Jordan, and he and his disciple
Elisseus passed through as it were on dry land; and finally, while speaking with him,
Elias was suddenly snatched away by a fiery chariot in the year 895 B.C., and he
ascended as though into heaven, whither God most certainly translated him alive, as He
did Enoch (Gen. 5:24; IV Kings 2: 11). But from thence also, after seven years, by means
of an epistle he reproached Joram, the son of Josaphat, as it is written: "And there came a
message in writing to him from Elias the Prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of
David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in the way," and so forth (II Chron.
21:12). According to the opinion of the majority of the interpreters, this came to pass
either through his disciple Elisseus, or through another Prophet when Elias appeared to
them, even as he appeared on Mount Tabor to the disciples of Christ (see Aug. 6).
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