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Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church  
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News & Announcements  
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 Sunday of the Blind Man 








Theodosia the Virgin-Martyr of Tyre 5/29/2022 
Theodosia, Virgin-Martyr of Constantinople 5/29/2022 

Seven New Martyrs of Kastoria 5/29/2022 
Andrew the New Martyr of Argentes 5/29/2022 

John of Smyrna the New Martyr 5/29/2022 


EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND 

Masks are now Optional! * 

*(However, we are still following the guidance of our local school districts, and children are still required to 

wear masks for Altar Boys, Sunday School, and Greek School.) 
 

Matins at 9:00 a.m. 

Great Doxology & Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 

Broadcast Prep Time 9:55 to 10:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy & Broadcast start time 10:00 a.m 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=70
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=553
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The Sunday Epistle Reading 

You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us. 

Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed. 

The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34 

IN THOSE DAYS, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met 

by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners 

much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, "These 

men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way 

of salvation." And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, 

and turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus 

Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. But when 

her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 

dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and when they had brought 

them to the magistrates they said, "These men are Jews and they are disturbing our 

city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or 

practice." The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the 

garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they had 

inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to 

keep them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and 

fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying 

and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly 

there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and 

immediately all the doors were opened and every one's fetters were unfastened. 

When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 

cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And he called 

for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, 

and brought them out and said, "Men, what must I do to be saved?" And they said, 

"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." And 

they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. And he 

took them the same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was 

baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house, and 

set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in 

God. 
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Σὺ Κύριε, φυλάξαις ἡμᾶς καὶ διατηρήσαις ἡμᾶς. 

Στίχ. Σῶσον με, Κύριε, ὅτι ἐκλέλοιπεν ὅσιος. 

Πράξεις Ἀποστόλων τὸ ἀνάγνωσμα 16:16-34  

Ἐν ταῖς ἡμεραῖς ἐκείναις, ἐγένετο δὲ πορευομένων ἡμῶν εἰς προσευχὴν παιδίσκην 

τινὰ ἔχουσαν πνεῦμα πύθωνος ἀπαντῆσαι ἡμῖν, ἥτις ἐργασίαν πολλὴν παρεῖχε τοῖς 

κυρίοις αὐτῆς μαντευομένη. αὕτη κατακολουθήσασα τῷ Παύλῳ καὶ τῷ Σίλᾳ ἔκραζε 

λέγουσα· οὗτοι οἱ ἄνθρωποι δοῦλοι τοῦ Θεοῦ τοῦ ὑψίστου εἰσίν, οἵτινες 

καταγγέλλουσιν ἡμῖν ὁδὸν σωτηρίας. τοῦτο δὲ ἐποίει ἐπὶ πολλὰς ἡμέρας. 

διαπονηθεὶς δὲ ὁ Παῦλος καὶ ἐπιστρέψας τῷ πνεύματι εἶπε· παραγγέλλω σοι ἐν τῷ 

ὀνόματι ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ ἐξελθεῖν ἀπ᾿ αὐτῆς. καὶ ἐξῆλθεν αὐτῇ τῇ ὥρᾳ. ᾿Ιδόντες δὲ 

οἱ κύριοι αὐτῆς ὅτι ἐξῆλθεν ἡ ἐλπὶς τῆς ἐργασίας αὐτῶν, ἐπιλαβόμενοι τὸν Παῦλον 

καὶ τὸν Σίλαν εἵλκυσαν εἰς τὴν ἀγορὰν ἐπὶ τοὺς ἄρχοντας, καὶ προσαγαγόντες 

αὐτοὺς τοῖς στρατηγοῖς εἶπον· οὗτοι οἱ ἄνθρωποι ἐκταράσσουσιν ἡμῶν τὴν πόλιν 

᾿Ιουδαῖοι ὑπάρχοντες, καὶ καταγγέλλουσιν ἔθη ἃ οὐκ ἔξεστιν ἡμῖν παραδέχεσθαι 

οὐδὲ ποιεῖν ῾Ρωμαίοις οὖσι. καὶ συνεπέστη ὁ ὄχλος κατ᾿ αὐτῶν. καὶ οἱ στρατηγοὶ 

περιρρήξαντες αὐτῶν τὰ ἱμάτια ἐκέλευον ῥαβδίζειν, πολλάς τε ἐπιθέντες αὐτοῖς 

πληγὰς ἔβαλον εἰς φυλακήν, παραγγείλαντες τῷ δεσμοφύλακι ἀσφαλῶς τηρεῖν 

αὐτούς· ὃς παραγγελίαν τοιαύτην εἰληφὼς ἔβαλεν αὐτοὺς εἰς τὴν ἐσωτέραν 

φυλακὴν καὶ τοὺς πόδας αὐτῶν ἠσφαλίσατο εἰς τὸ ξύλον. Κατὰ δὲ τὸ μεσονύκτιον 

Παῦλος καὶ Σίλας προσευχόμενοι ὕμνουν τὸν Θεόν· ἐπηκροῶντο δὲ αὐτῶν οἱ 

δέσμιοι. ἄφνω δὲ σεισμὸς ἐγένετο μέγας, ὥστε σαλευθῆναι τὰ θεμέλια τοῦ 

δεσμωτηρίου, ἀνεῴχθησάν τε παραχρῆμα αἱ θύραι πᾶσαι καὶ πάντων τὰ δεσμὰ 

ἀνέθη. ἔξυπνος δὲ γενόμενος ὁ δεσμοφύλαξ καὶ ἰδὼν ἀνεῳγμένας τὰς θύρας τῆς 

φυλακῆς, σπασάμενος μάχαιραν ἔμελλεν ἑαυτὸν ἀναιρεῖν, νομίζων ἐκπεφευγέναι 

τοὺς δεσμίους. ἐφώνησε δὲ φωνῇ μεγάλῃ ὁ Παῦλος λέγων· μηδὲν πράξῃς σεαυτῷ 

κακόν· ἅπαντες γάρ ἐσμεν ἐνθάδε. αἰτήσας δὲ φῶτα εἰσεπήδησε, καὶ ἔντρομος 

γενόμενος προσέπεσε τῷ Παύλῳ καὶ τῷ Σίλᾳ, καὶ προαγαγὼν αὐτοὺς ἔξω ἔφη· 

κύριοι, τί με δεῖ ποιεῖν ἵνα σωθῶ; οἱ δὲ εἶπον· πίστευσον ἐπὶ τὸν Κύριον ᾿Ιησοῦν 

Χριστόν, καὶ σωθήσῃ σὺ καὶ ὁ οἶκός σου. καὶ ἐλάλησαν αὐτῷ τὸν λόγον τοῦ 

Κυρίου καὶ πᾶσι τοῖς ἐν τῇ οἰκίᾳ αὐτοῦ. καὶ παραλαβὼν αὐτοὺς ἐν ἐκείνῃ τῇ ὥρᾳ 

τῆς νυκτὸς ἔλουσεν ἀπὸ τῶν πληγῶν, καὶ ἐβαπτίσθη αὐτὸς καὶ οἱ αὐτοῦ πάντες 

παραχρῆμα, ἀναγαγών τε αὐτοὺς εἰς τὸν οἶκον αὐτοῦ παρέθηκε τράπεζαν, καὶ 

ἠγαλλιάσατο πανοικὶ πεπιστευκὼς τῷ Θεῷ. 
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The Sunday Gospel Reading 

 

The Gospel According to John 9:1-38 

 

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his 

disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that 

he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, 

or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in 

him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; 

night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I 

am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat on the ground and 

made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay, 

saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went 

and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him 

before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, 

"It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said 

to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus 

made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went 

and washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do 

not know." 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 

sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again 

asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my 

eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from 

God, for he does not keep the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a 

sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. So they again said to the 

blind man, "What do you say about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, 

"He is a prophet." 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is 

this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" His 

parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but 

how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; 

he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they feared the 

Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ 
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he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, "He is of age, 

ask him." 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, 

"Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether 

he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see." 

They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He 

answered them, "I have told you already and you would not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And they reviled 

him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that 

God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 

from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where he 

comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to 

sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 

Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man 

born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered 

him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you 

believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in 

him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you." He 

said, "Lord, I believe"; and he worshiped him. 

Ἐκ τοῦ Κατὰ Ἰωάννην Εὐαγγελίου τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα 9:1-38 

 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, παράγων εἶδεν ἄνθρωπον τυφλὸν ἐκ γενετῆς. Καὶ ἠρώτησαν 

αὐτὸν οἱ μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ λέγοντες· ῥαββί, τίς ἥμαρτεν, οὗτος ἢ οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ, ἵνα 

τυφλὸς γεννηθῇ; ἀπεκρίθη ᾿Ιησοῦς· οὔτε οὗτος ἥμαρτεν οὔτε οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ, ἀλλ᾽ 

ἵνα φανερωθῇ τὰ ἔργα τοῦ Θεοῦ ἐν αὐτῷ. ἐμὲ δεῖ ἐργάζεσθαι τὰ ἔργα τοῦ 

πέμψαντός με ἕως ἡμέρα ἐστίν· ἔρχεται νὺξ ὅτε οὐδεὶς δύναται ἐργάζεσθαι. ὅταν ἐν 

τῷ κόσμῳ ᾦ, φῶς εἰμι τοῦ κόσμου. ταῦτα εἰπὼν ἔπτυσε χαμαὶ καὶ ἐποίησε πηλὸν ἐκ 

τοῦ πτύσματος, καὶ ἐπέχρισε τὸν πηλὸν ἐπὶ τοὺς ὀφθαλμοὺς τοῦ τυφλοῦ καὶ εἶπεν 

αὐτῷ· ὕπαγε νίψαι εἰς τὴν κολυμβήθραν τοῦ Σιλωάμ, ὃ ἑρμηνεύεται ἀπεσταλμένος. 

ἀπῆλθεν οὖν καὶ ἐνίψατο, καὶ ἦλθε βλέπων. Οἱ οὖν γείτονες καὶ οἱ θεωροῦντες 

αὐτὸν τὸ πρότερον ὅτι τυφλὸς ἦν, ἔλεγον· οὐχ οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ καθήμενος καὶ 

προσαιτῶν; ἄλλοι ἔλεγον ὅτι οὗτός ἐστιν· ἄλλοι δὲ ὅτι ὅμοιος αὐτῷ ἐστιν. ἐκεῖνος 

ἔλεγεν ὅτι ἐγώ εἰμι. ἔλεγον οὖν αὐτῷ· πῶς ἀνεῴχθησάν σου οἱ ὀφθαλμοί; ἀπεκρίθη 

ἐκεῖνος καὶ εἶπεν· ἄνθρωπος λεγόμενος ᾿Ιησοῦς πηλὸν ἐποίησε καὶ ἐπέχρισέ μου 
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τοὺς ὀφθαλμοὺς καὶ εἶπέ μοι· ὕπαγε εἰς τὴν κολυμβήθραν τοῦ Σιλωὰμ καὶ νίψαι· 

ἀπελθὼν δὲ καὶ νιψάμενος ἀνέβλεψα. εἶπον οὖν αὐτῷ· ποῦ ἐστιν ἐκεῖνος; λέγει· οὐκ 

οἶδα. ῎Αγουσιν αὐτὸν πρὸς τοὺς Φαρισαίους, τόν ποτε τυφλόν. ἦν δὲ σάββατον ὅτε 

τὸν πηλὸν ἐποίησεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς καὶ ἀνέῳξεν αὐτοῦ τοὺς ὀφθαλμούς. πάλιν οὖν 

ἠρώτων αὐτὸν καὶ οἱ Φαρισαῖοι πῶς ἀνέβλεψεν. ὁ δὲ εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· πηλὸν ἐπέθηκέ 

μου ἐπὶ τοὺς ὀφθαλμούς, καὶ ἐνιψάμην, καὶ βλέπω. ἔλεγον οὖν ἐκ τῶν Φαρισαίων 

τινές· οὗτος ὁ ἄνθρωπος οὐκ ἔστι παρὰ τοῦ Θεοῦ, ὅτι τὸ σάββατον οὐ τηρεῖ. ἄλλοι 

ἔλεγον· πῶς δύναται ἄνθρωπος ἁμαρτωλὸς τοιαῦτα σημεῖα ποιεῖν; καὶ σχίσμα ἦν ἐν 

αὐτοῖς. λέγουσι τῷ τυφλῷ πάλιν· σὺ τί λέγεις περὶ αὐτοῦ, ὅτι ἤνοιξέ σου τοὺς 

ὀφθαλμούς; ὁ δὲ εἶπεν ὅτι προφήτης ἐστίν. οὐκ ἐπίστευσαν οὖν οἱ ᾿Ιουδαῖοι περὶ 

αὐτοῦ ὅτι τυφλὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέβλεψεν, ἕως ὅτου ἐφώνησαν τοὺς γονεῖς αὐτοῦ τοῦ 

ἀναβλέψαντος καὶ ἠρώτησαν αὐτοὺς λέγοντες· οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ υἱὸς ὑμῶν, ὃν ὑμεῖς 

λέγετε ὅτι τυφλὸς ἐγεννήθη; πῶς οὖν ἄρτι βλέπει; ἀπεκρίθησαν δὲ αὐτοῖς οἱ γονεῖς 

αὐτοῦ καὶ εἶπον· οἴδαμεν ὅτι οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ υἱὸς ἡμῶν καὶ ὅτι τυφλὸς ἐγεννήθη· πῶς 

δὲ νῦν βλέπει οὐκ οἴδαμεν, ἢ τίς ἤνοιξεν αὐτοῦ τοὺς ὀφθαλμοὺς ἡμεῖς οὐκ οἴδαμεν· 

αὐτὸς ἡλικίαν ἔχει, αὐτὸν ἐρωτήσατε, αὐτὸς περὶ ἑαυτοῦ λαλήσει. ταῦτα εἶπον οἱ 

γονεῖς αὐτοῦ, ὅτι ἐφοβοῦντο τοὺς ᾿Ιουδαίους· ἤδη γὰρ συνετέθειντο οἱ ᾿Ιουδαῖοι 

ἵνα, ἐάν τις αὐτὸν ὁμολογήσῃ Χριστόν, ἀποσυνάγωγος γένηται. διὰ τοῦτο οἱ γονεῖς 

αὐτοῦ εἶπον ὅτι ἡλικίαν ἔχει, αὐτὸν ἐρωτήσατε. ἐφώνησαν οὖν ἐκ δευτέρου τὸν 

ἄνθρωπον ὃς ἦν τυφλός, καὶ εἶπον αὐτῷ· δὸς δόξαν τῷ Θεῷ· ἡμεῖς οἴδαμεν ὅτι ὁ 

ἄνθρωπος οὗτος ἁμαρτωλός ἐστιν. ἀπεκρίθη οὖν ἐκεῖνος καὶ εἶπεν· εἰ ἁμαρτωλός 

ἐστιν οὐκ οἶδα· ἓν οἶδα, ὅτι τυφλὸς ὢν ἄρτι βλέπω. εἶπον δὲ αὐτῷ πάλιν· τί ἐποίησέ 

σοι; πῶς ἤνοιξέ σου τοὺς ὀφθαλμούς; ἀπεκρίθη αὐτοῖς· εἶπον ὑμῖν ἤδη, καὶ οὐκ 

ἠκούσατε· τί πάλιν θέλετε ἀκούειν; μὴ καὶ ὑμεῖς θέλετε αὐτοῦ μαθηταὶ 

γενέσθαι; ἐλοιδόρησαν αὐτὸν καὶ εἶπον· σὺ εἶ μαθητὴς ἐκείνου· ἡμεῖς δὲ τοῦ 

Μωϋσέως ἐσμὲν μαθηταί. ἡμεῖς οἴδαμεν ὅτι Μωϋσεῖ λελάληκεν ὁ Θεός· τοῦτον δὲ 

οὐκ οἴδαμεν πόθεν ἐστίν. ἀπεκρίθη ὁ ἄνθρωπος καὶ εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· ἐν γὰρ τούτῳ 

θαυμαστόν ἐστιν, ὅτι ὑμεῖς οὐκ οἴδατε πόθεν ἐστί, καὶ ἀνέῳξέ μου τοὺς 

ὀφθαλμούς. οἴδαμεν δὲ ὅτι ἁμαρτωλῶν ὁ Θεὸς οὐκ ἀκούει, ἀλλ᾽ ἐάν τις θεοσεβὴς ᾖ 

καὶ τὸ θέλημα αὐτοῦ ποιῇ, τούτου ἀκούει. ἐκ τοῦ αἰῶνος οὐκ ἠκούσθη ὅτι ἤνοιξέ 

τις ὀφθαλμοὺς τυφλοῦ γεγεννημένου. εἰ μὴ ἦν οὗτος παρὰ Θεοῦ, οὐκ ἠδύνατο 

ποιεῖν οὐδέν. ἀπεκρίθησαν καὶ εἶπον αὐτῷ· ἐν ἁμαρτίαις σὺ ἐγεννήθης ὅλος, καὶ σὺ 

διδάσκεις ἡμᾶς; καὶ ἐξέβαλον αὐτὸν ἔξω. 
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The Significance of the Sunday of the Blindman 

The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath, when, while walking in the way, 

He saw the blind man mentioned in today's Gospel. This man had been born thus from his 

mother's womb, that is, he had been born without eyes (see Saint John Chrysostom, Homily 

LVI on Matthew; Saint Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book V:15; and the second Exorcism of 

Saint Basil the Great). When the disciples saw this, they asked their Teacher, "Who did sin, this 

man, or his parents, that he was born blind?" They asked this because when the Lord had healed 

the paralytic at the Sheep's Pool, He had told him, "Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto 

thee" (John 5:14); so they wondered, if sickness was caused by sin, what sin could have been 

the cause of his being born without eyes. But the Lord answered that this was for the glory of 

God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes 

of the blind man and said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which means 

"sent") was a well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the inhabitants for its waters, which 

flowed to the eastern side of the city and collected in a large pool called "the Pool of Siloam." 

Therefore, the Saviour sent the blind man to this pool that he might wash his eyes, which had 

been anointed with the clay-not that the pool's water had such power, but that the faith and 

obedience of the one sent might be made manifest, and that the miracle might become more 

remarkable and known to all, and leave no room for doubt. Thus, the blind man believed in 

Jesus' words, obeyed His command, went and washed himself, and returned, no longer blind, 

but having eyes and seeing. This was the greatest miracle that our Lord had yet worked; as the 

man healed of his blindness himself testified, "Since time began, never was it heard that any 

man opened the eyes of one that was born blind," although the Lord had already healed the 

blind eyes of many. Because he now had eyes, some even doubted that he was the same person 

(John 9:8-9); and it was still lively in their remembrance when Christ came to the tomb of 

Lazarus, for they said, "Could not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have caused 

that even this man should not have died?" Saint John Chrysostom gives a thorough and brilliant 

exposition of our Lord's meeting with the woman of Samaria, the healing of the paralytic, and 

the miracle of the blind man in his commentaries on the Gospel of Saint John. 

One of the most ancient cities of the Promised Land was Shechem, also called Sikima, located 

at the foot of Mount Gerazim. There the Israelites had heard the blessings in the days of Moses 

and Jesus of Navi. Near to this town, Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in the nineteenth 

century before Christ, bought a piece of land where there was a well. This well, preserved even 

until the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. Later, before he died in Egypt, he left that 

piece of land as a special inheritance to his son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). This town, before it was 

taken into possession by Samaria, was also the leading city of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In 
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the time of the Romans it was called Neapolis, and at present Nablus. It was the first city in 

Canaan visited by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also, Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes 

of Israel for the last time. Almost three hundred years later, all Israel assembled there to make 

Roboam (Rehoboam) king. 

When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at midday to this city, which is also called Sychar 

(John 4:5), He was wearied from the journey and the heat, and He sat down at this well. After a 

little while the Samaritan woman mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to draw water. As 

she conversed at some length with the Lord and heard from Him secret things concerning 

herself, she believed in Him; through her many other Samaritans also believed. 

Concerning the Samaritans we know the following: In the year 721 before Christ, Salmanasar 

(Shalmaneser), King of the Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel into captivity, 

and relocated all these people to Babylon and the land of the Medes. From there he gathered 

various nations and sent them to Samaria. These nations had been idolaters from before. 

Although they were later instructed in the Jewish faith and believed in the one God, they 

worshipped the idols also. Furthermore, they accepted only the Pentateuch of Moses, and 

rejected the other books of Holy Scripture. Nonetheless, they thought themselves to be 

descendants of Abraham and Jacob. Therefore, the pious Jews named these Judaizing and 

idolatrous peoples Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, the former leading city of the 

Israelites, as well as in the other towns thereabout. The Jews rejected them as heathen and 

foreigners, and had no communion with them at all, as the Samaritan woman observed, "the 

Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" (John 4:9). Therefore, the name Samaritan is used 

derisively many times in the Gospel narrations. After the Ascension of the Lord, and the 

descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was baptized by the holy 

Apostles and became a great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called Photine, and her 

feast is kept on February 26. 

 

The Passing of Barbara Vurnakes 

 

Barbara Vurnakes, wife of Mike Vurnakes, and sister-in-law of Jimmy and Steve Vurnakes 

passed today, May 26th, at 2am with complications from cancer.  Barbara and Mike resided in 

Ocala, Florida and were married 39 years.  They have two children, Emily and Jeffrey.  A 

memorial service will be held at a later date. 

 

Jim Vurnakes 
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Service During the Week  

Feast of the Ascension – Thursday June 5th – 9:00 am  
 

The Lord Jesus passed forty days on earth after His Resurrection from the dead, 

appearing continually in various places to His disciples, with whom He also spoke, 

ate, and drank, thereby further demonstrating His Resurrection. On this Thursday, 

the fortieth day after Pascha, He appeared again in Jerusalem. After He had first 

spoken to the disciples about many things, He gave them His last commandment, 

that is, that they go forth and proclaim His Name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. But He also commanded them that for the present, they were not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but to wait there together until they receive power from on 

high, when the Holy Spirit would come upon them. 

Saying these things, He led them to the Mount of Olives, and raising His hands, He blessed them; and 

saying again the words of the Father's blessing, He was parted from them and taken up. Immediately a 

cloud of light, a proof of His majesty, received Him. Sitting thereon as though on a royal chariot, He 

was taken up into Heaven, and after a short time was concealed from the sight of the disciples, who 

remained where they were with their eyes fixed on Him. At this point, two Angels in the form of men 

in white raiment appeared to them and said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven? 

This same Jesus, Who is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 

Him go into Heaven" (Acts 1:11). These words, in a complete and concise manner, declare what is 

taught in the Symbol of Faith concerning the Son and Word of God. Therefore, having so fulfilled all 

His dispensation for us, our Lord Jesus Christ ascended in glory into Heaven, and sat at the right hand 

of God the Father. As for His sacred disciples, they returned from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem, 

rejoicing because Christ had promised to send them the Holy Spirit. 

It should be noted that the Mount of Olives is a Sabbath's day journey from Jerusalem, that is, the 

distance a Jew was permitted to walk on the day of the Sabbath. Ecumenius writes, "A Sabbath day's 

journey is one mile in length, as Clement says in his fifth Stromatis; it is two thousand cubits, as the 

Interpretation of the Acts states." They draw this conclusion from the fact that, while they were in the 

wilderness, the Israelites of old kept within this distance from the Holy Tabernacle, whither they 

walked on the Sabbath day to worship God. 
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Δεσποτική εορτή που αναφέρεται στην ανάβαση του Χριστού στους ουρανούς και 
θεωρείται στην εκκλησιαστική παράδοση ως η ολοκλήρωση της αποστολής του Κυρίου επί 
της Γης, η Ανάληψη εορτάζεται από την Εκκλησία την 40ή ημέρα από την Ανάσταση του 
Κυρίου. 

Την ημέρα αυτή γιορτάζουν όσες φέρουν το όνομα Ανάληψη. 

Το εκκλησιαστικό γεγονός της Αναλήψεως περιγράφεται από τους Ευαγγελιστές Μάρκο 
(ιστ’ 19), Λουκά ( κδ’ 50-52) και Ιωάννη (στ’ 62 και κ’ 17), στις Πράξεις των Αποστόλων (α’ 
2-9), στις επιστολές του Αποστόλου Παύλου (Προς Εφεσίους δ’ 8-10, Προς Εβραίους δ’ 14 
και ζ’ 26, Α’ Προς Τιμόθεον γ’ 16) και στην Α’ Καθολική Επιστολή του Αποστόλου Πέτρου 
(γ’ 22). 

Μόνο ο Ευαγγελιστής Ματθαίος παραλείπει κάθε μνεία για το γεγονός αυτό. 

Σύμφωνα με τις ανωτέρω περιγραφές της Καινής Διαθήκης, η Ανάληψη έγινε στο Όρος 
των Ελαιών στην Ιερουσαλήμ, μπροστά στους μαθητές του Χριστού, οι οποίοι 
παρακολούθησαν με δέος την απομάκρυνση του Διδασκάλου. 

Η πατερική παράδοση τονίζει ιδιαίτερα τον υπερφυσικό χαρακτήρα της Αναλήψεως του 
Κυρίου, που περιελήφθη στη δογματική διδασκαλία της Εκκλησίας με τη χαρακτηριστική 
αναφορά στο Σύμβολο της Πίστεως («και ανελθόντα εις τους ουρανούς και καθεζόμενον 
εκ δεξιών του Πατρός και πάλιν ερχόμενον μετά δόξης…»). 

Τόσο στις Πράξεις των Αποστόλων όσο και στο Σύμβολο της Πίστεως («Πιστεύω») 
διακηρύσσεται η σχέση της Αναλήψεως με τη Δευτέρα Παρουσία. 

Η Ανάληψη του Χριστού συνεορταζόταν με την Πεντηκοστή κατά τους πρώτους αιώνες. 

Από τον 4ο αιώνα, όμως, άρχισε η προοδευτική διάκριση και ο αυτοτελής εορτασμός της. 
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The loss of a child is likely the greatest tragedy on earth. No parent can fathom losing a child, 

no matter what age the child is. So if you’re a parent who has lost a child, whether the loss 

occurred through miscarriage, crib death, disease, accident, suicide, violence, or natural 

causes, your child’s death has produced enormous trauma and grief for you. Death is a 

trauma. Spiritually, physically, emotionally, and socially. 

God does not expect you to accept the loss of a child without feeling the overwhelming 

weight of loss and confusion. Jesus himself was called “the Man of Sorrows.” He wept over 

Lazarus’ death at the tomb (Matthew 11:35), he raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead in front 

of her distraught parents (Mark 5:41-42), and he lamented over Israel’s rejection of him as the 

Messiah, saying, “I have longed to gather you … like a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

but you would not” (Matthew 23:37). Everywhere Jesus went, he drew close to the 

brokenhearted and oppressed. He loves us like a parent, and he feels loss like a parent. 

There’s some good news for you if you suffer from losing a child. God intends to walk with 

you through your suffering, grow you in your suffering, and deliver you from it. By engaging 

in prayer for the loss of a child, we may receive this comfort from God. 

Processing Grief through Prayer 

We have a Comforter, given to us when we become believers (John 14:16). Utilize the Holy 

Spirit to question, pray, vent, and process. God can handle whatever you direct towards him. 

He gave us the prayer of lament for this reason. He wants us to cry out to him in our grief so 

he can heal us. This includes prayer for the loss of a child. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/11-35.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/passage/?q=mark+5:41-42
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/23-37.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14-16.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html
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The Bible records at least 42 laments in Psalms alone (that’s about 1/3 of the Psalms), in 

addition to the entire book of Lamentations and Jeremiah. Most of the minor prophets 

express their grief in laments, as does Jesus in the New Testament. Nowhere in Scripture can 

you find God (or his prophets) correcting or judging someone who’s grieving. Instead, God 

steps in as a Comforter and regenerates life another way. 

If God didn’t understand or accept our expressions of grief, why would the Bible contain so 

much of it? In addition to conversations about grief, the loss of children is prevalent 

throughout the Bible (because it was prevalent in ancient times); since children represent 

blessing in a Biblical context, any person losing a child experiences terrible loss of blessing. 

And that’s when the story takes a miraculous turn. Whenever a parent turns to God in his/her 

grief, God restores life. That doesn’t always mean bringing a child back from the dead. Job 

lost all nine of his children in a single accident, and God gave him another nine children; 

however, Job did not get his first nine back. David’s baby with Bathsheba died as a 

punishment to David’s sin, but after David repented, God allowed Bathsheba to conceive 

Solomon. Elisha, Jesus, and Paul all brought dead children to life again. 

But we can’t pigeonhole God into blessing what we want or protecting us from the pain we 

don’t want. But we can approach God in prayer and let the Spirit groan for us when we don’t 

have the words (Romans 8:26-27). 

4. A Prayer for the Loss of a Child to Violence 

“Dear Lord, you must be angry like me, to see violence committed against children. How could 

you let this happen? What good can come of this? I am enraged at you and at this world. I 

feel responsible, and yet I blame so many others. God, I don’t see a way out of this anguish 

and rage. You say that you rescue us from violent people. Where was your protection? Lord, 

show me who you are. I know you are good, and yet, I don’t see any good here. I need a 

miracle, Lord. I give you this tragedy to redeem in Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

Death seems like the great victor to us who live on this earth, but God says, 

“When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in 

victory’-- ‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ The sting of death is 

sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:51, Hosea 13:14). 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/passage/?q=romans+8:26-27
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-corinthians/15-51.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hosea/13-14.html
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Memorial Day is observed on the last Monday of May. It was formerly known as Decoration Day and 
commemorates all men and women who have died in military service for the United States. Many 
people visit cemeteries and memorials on Memorial Day and it is traditionally seen as the start of the 
summer season. 

Is Memorial Day a Public Holiday? 
This is a state public holiday. State government offices are closed. Some schools and businesses may also be 
closed on this day. 

 
Memorial day commemorates fallen soldiers. 

©iStockphoto.com/MivPiv 

What Do People Do? 
It is traditional to fly the flag of the United States at half staff from dawn until noon. Many people visit cemeteries and 
memorials, particularly to honor those who have died in military service. Many volunteers place an American flag on 
each grave in national cemeteries. Memorial Day is combined with Jefferson Davis' Birthday in Mississippi. 

Memorial Day has become less of an occasion of remembrance. Many people choose to hold picnics, sports events 
and family gatherings on this weekend. This day is traditionally seen as the start of the summer season for cultural 
events. For the fashion conscious, it is seen as acceptable to wear white clothing, particularly shoes from Memorial 
Day until Labor Day. However, fewer and fewer people follow this rule and many wear white clothing throughout the 
year. 

Public Life 
Memorial Day is a federal holiday. All non-essential Government offices are closed, as are schools, businesses and 
other organizations. Most public transit systems do not run on their regular schedule. Many people see Memorial 
Day weekend as an opportunity to go on a short vacation or visit family or friends. This can cause some congestion 
on highways and at airports. 

Background 
Memorial Day started as an event to honor Union soldiers who had died during the American Civil War. It was 
inspired by the way people in the Southern states honored their dead. After World War I, it was extended to include 
all men and women who died in any war or military action. 

Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day. The current name for this day did not come into use until 
after World War II. Decoration Day and then Memorial Day used to be held on May 30, regardless of the day of the 
week, on which it fell. In 1968, the Uniform Holidays Bill was passed as part of a move to use federal holidays to 
create three-day weekends. This meant that from 1971, the Memorial Day holiday has been officially observed on 
the last Monday in May. However, it took a longer period for all American states to recognize the new date. 

https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/days/long-weekend.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/days/long-weekend.html
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AHEPA Family Honors America's Fallen Heroes 
 

  

WASHINGTON, DC -- A day after receiving Greece’s highest honor, the Grand Commander of the 
Order of Phoenix, AHEPA went right back to doing the important work that has made it an integral part 
of the American mosaic. 
 

First performed nearly a century ago, AHEPA continued a 
proud, time-honored annual tradition when it paid its respects 
on behalf a grateful American Hellenic community to those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom, democracy, and liberty 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Solider at Arlington National 
Cemetery, May 18, 2022. 
  
Supreme President Jimmy Kokotas, Daughters of Penelope 
Grand President Kathy Bizoukas, Col. Nicholas P. Vamvakias 
(USA, Retired), chair of the AHEPA Veterans Committee and 
past supreme treasurer; and Col. Vasileios Lampropoulos, 
Defense attaché, Embassy of Greece in Washington; placed a 
wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Solider. 

  
An Honor Guard Specialist from 3d U.S. Infantry Regiment (The Old Guard) assisted them and a U.S. 
Army Band Bugler played "Taps."  
  
"This was one of the most powerfully moving experiences of my life," Kokotas said. "We honored the 
sacrifices of those throughout our nation's history who paid the ultimate price, and we expressed—in a 
small yet significant way—our community's gratitude to our nation's fallen. It was also especially 
meaningful to perform this ceremony at this time in our nation's history when our brave men and women 
continue to be in harm's way." 
  
Grand President Bizoukas added it also was an honor to stand with retired Col. Vamvakias and Col. 
Lampropoulos at such a meaningful and moving ceremony. 
  
Since 1924, Ahepans have returned annually to Arlington to place a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. Last year, the Tomb marked 100 years as a sacred memorial site and grave of three unknown 
American soldiers. 
  
This Memorial Day weekend, AHEPA family members from the Washington, D.C. metro area also will 
gather to memorialize those who are identified as Greek Americans or Greek Orthodox who are buried at 
Arlington National Cemetery, a figure that totals more than 600 gravesites. 
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STEWARDS AS OF May 17, 2022 

 

Thank you for your continuing support of St. Barbara. As of As of May 17, 2022, we have 116 stewards or 58% of our 
2022 goal of 200 stewards.  Please join us to meet our annual financial goal by pledging your support. Your time, 
talents and treasure are critical to the success of our ministries and meeting our operating expenses. We continue to 
need your help during these trying times. Please prayerfully consider making your 2022 contribution as soon as 
possible so that we can meet the Church’s mission and expenses. 

 

 

 

Ahmad, Jalees & Victoria Delagrammatikas, Dr. George Mamaies, Fr. Stavroforos Safarikas, Al & Christine

Alexander, Dr. Susan   & Chrystal Mariakakis, Johnnie & CatherineSimeunovic, Zeljko

Alexiades, Alec & Frances Demetriades, Gus & Vanessa Marinos, Dr. Peter & Joan Sempeles, John & Katherine

Alger, Amy Dennos, Anne Martin, Azeb Sunas, Joanne

Amos, Vessaria Dennos, George & Patricia Mavrogiorgos, Dr. Nicholaos Sunas, Marian

Arvanitis, Dr. Marina Dorton, Betty   & Dr. Marjory Charlot Stavrakakis, Mattheos & Marika

Assimos, Dean Edwards, Tia Moore, Curtis & Christina Stephens, Justin

Bakis, Basile & Mary Fairbanks, Bonnie Napier, David & Courtney Stutts, Linda

Bakis, James Ferris, Laurice Nazzal, Mathew & Liz Muller Theophanous, Dr. Rebecca

Barbee, Effie Frangakis, Dr. Crist & Maria Odzak, Larry & Hope Tesfatsion, Senait

Barton, Lance & Maria (Marinos) Gerondelis, Aliki Oladipo, Richard Trohanis, Donna

Becak, Thalia Gerondelis, Dr. Peter Paliouras, Cindy Valakas, Antonia

Beridze, Tamar Glekas, Dr. George & Dr. Amy Paliouras, Jim & Helen Varelas, John & Justine Mathew

Bonfiglio, Barbara Glekas, Jim & Evie Paliouras, John & Dena Varelas-Ruiz, Georgina & Brian

Bourbous, Nick Goodwin, Len & Elaine Panos, Peter & Evelyn Vlachos, Demetra

Bowers, Maria Hack, Carolyn Panov, Yuri & Elena Eliseeva Vurnakes, James & Frances

Callahan, Katherine Marie Heracklis, Marlena & Constance Pantelidis, James & Stella Waters, Dr. Alexa

Capsalis, Manuel Hondos, Effie & Dina Pantermakis, George & Janet Mangum, Daniel & Hrisavgi

Carr, Sophie Hondos, Gus Papanikas, Kleanthe & Angelika Walter, August

Chamis, Alice Kakoyanis, Anna Papazoglou, Matina Wilson, Preston & Catherine

Christakos, Andrew & Cheryl Kambeseles, Jack Pappas, Dr. Ted & Theky Winans, Diane

Christakos, Eleni Karamalegos, Antonios & Claire Pappas, Rena Wippich, Robert & Roberta

Christie, George & Deborah Kilkas, Paul & Mann, Dana Pappas, Vasileios Xenakis, Betsy

Chronaki, Dr. Bessie Korach, Dr. Kenneth & Karen Parashos, Sofia Young, David & Georgianne

Cocolas, Erie Kouloglou, Penelope Pashales, George Zaferatos, Dino & Kerri

Constantinou, Costa Kuyper, Dr. Andrew Platt, Wesley & Catherine C. Zehia, Tony & Evelyn

Constantinou, Lou Kuyper, Dr. Lee & Pauline Pavlidis, Pavlos & Meltem

Costas, Constantine (Dean) Lambiris, Elias & Madelene Przybyl, Daniel & Lori

Dababnah, Sharan Locket, Paul & Melanie Quint, Angelia

Dasher, James & Millie Loden, Martha Rheinhardt, Keith & Alexia

Lyford, Anne Rudnick, Ben &  Irene
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Mortgage Fund Donors as of May 3, 2022 

Our St. Barbara Church is our spiritual home. Your pledges and donations fund our $13,000 monthly mortgage 
payment to M&F Bank in Durham. Thank you so very much for your active and generous support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please prayerfully join this list to help meet and reduce our mortgage. 

Thank you. 

 


